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IRAQ-BRAZIL BANK TO BE ESTABLISHED 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 39, 28 Sep 81 pp 11,12 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4400/12 


There were renewed reports last week that Iraq and 
Brazil were planning a joint banking venture capita- 
lised at $40 million with headquarters in Rio de Janerio. 
According to the reports from London, the two sides 
have finished preliminary negotiations and discussions 
on the venture and a formal agreement is to be concluded 
carly in November, when a Brazilian trade delegation 
visits Baghdad. 

This newsletter reported the project at the end of 
last year (See An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, Decem- 
her 29. 1980) when the figure being quoted for the new 
venture’s capital was $50 million, to be jointly held by 
the Iraqi Rafidain Bank and the Brazilian Bank, both 
state-owned. Though attractive to both countries which 
have become increasingly important trade partners, 
it is likely the project was shelved due to Iraqi preoc- 
cupation with the Gulf war and the recovery of some of 
its oil market, lost during the first few months of the 
war. 

According to reports from Brazilia, Iraq recently 
resumed its place as Brazil's largest oil supplier, although 
precise figures of Iraqi oil sales have not been published. 
For its part, Brazil exports important quantities of arms 
and foodstuffs to Iraq, and some of its major contrac- 
ting firms are working on infrastructural projects in the 
Arab country. 

The banking venture, if it comes into being, will be 
the first of its kind for both the Iraqis and the Brazilians. 
Kuwait has been Brazil's most rapidly expanding banking 
and investment partner in the Arab world, with the 
Kuwait Foreign Trading, Contracting and Investment 
Company (KFTCIC) leading more than $300 million 
worth of loans to Brazil's national development bank 
(An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, May 4, and July 20, 
1980) as well as industrial joint ventures between the 


two countries, notably Kuwait’s shareholding in VW- 
Brazil. 





INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


JORDAN, IRAQ PLANNING JOINT AIR DEFENSE 
TA231207 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 23 Sep 81 p 2 
[Report by Correspondent in Britain Yosi Melman] 


[Text] London, 22 Sep [exclusive for HA'ARETZ]--Jordan and Iraq are planning to 
establish a joint aerial defense system. This was disclosed to the HA‘ARETZ corres- 
pondent by knowledgeable military sources in London. The sources noted that in the 
wake of the increasing military-economic cooperation between the two countries, 
senior officers of the Jordanian and Iraqi air forces have begun discussing the 
establishment of a joint aerial defense system. 


Initially, the reference is to exchanging intelligence data gathered by the radar 
systems and, later, to the possibility of establishing anti-aircraft missile 
batteries as well as radar and monitoring stations which would be run jointly by 
officers of both armies. 


According to these sources, discussions of this issue have increased following the 
Israeli air force attack on the nuclear reactor in Baghdad. The heads of the Iraqi 
and Jordanian armies have been holding contacts with their counterparts in Saudi 
Arabia with the intention of integrating the Saudi air force in the establishment 
of the joint defense system. 


However, according to the military sources, the Saudis have made it piain that 

their participation in the talks might hamper their chances to receive the five AWACS 
because it would strengthen the opponents to the deal who would then claim that the 
sale of the AWACS to the Saudis will cause important intelligence data about Israel 
to be transferred to its enemies. According to the sources, the United States has 
asked Saudi Arabia for assurances that it would not transfer data gathered by the 
AWACS to Iraq and Jordan. 


CSO: 4423/6 





INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


"AFP REPORTS ON MRS THATCHER'S TALKS IN KUWAIT 28 SEP 
NC281030 Paris AFP in English 1023 GMT 28 Sep 81 


[Text] Kuwait, 28 Sep (AFP)--Increased economic ties with particular emphasis on 
British arms sales were the subject of talks here between British prime minister 
and Kuwaiti leaders, informed sources said today. 


Mrs Thatcher stopped in oil-rich Kuwait on her way to the commonwealth heads of 
government meeting at Melbourne, Australia. 


Her talks late yesterday with Defence Minister Shaykh Salim al-Sabah concentrated 
on arms sales, the Shaykh announced after the meeting adding that Kuwait was to 
send military delegations to Britain to follow up on the talk. 


Informed sources said that during her visit here Mrs Thatcher repeated Britain's 
stand on the Middle East which calls for mutual recognition of Israel and the 
Palestinian cause. 


The British prime minister said although Britain was willing to join a suggested 
United States-led rapid intervention force in the Gulf individual Gulf countries 
were responsible for their own defence. 


Britain considered the U.S. the only Western power able to put sufficient pressure 
on Israel and Britain supported the Camp David agreement, Mrs Thatcher told Kuwait 
leaders. 


Mrs Thatcher also told Kuwaiti leaders she recognised the Palestinian question was 
no longer a refugee problem, the sources aid. 


Meanwhile, Kuwait newspapers today attacked Mrs Thatcher for her "hostility" to 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), which she accused of "terrorism." 


Mrs Thatcher's hostility to the PLO was a change in Britain's attitude towards the 
Palestinians, the Kuwait newspaper al-Andaa said. 


Another newspaper, al-ra'y al'-Amm, said Mrs Thatcher had ruled out an independent 
role for Europe in the Middle East peace process. 


CSO: 4400-11 








AFGHANISTAN 


MUJAHEDIN REPORTED EQUIPPED WITH SAM-7 LAUNCHERS 
Paris LE MATIN in French 3 Sep 81 p ll 


[Text] The Afghan Moslem resistance fighters have begun to receive small quantities 
of portable ground-air SAM-7 launchers of Soviet manufacture, but they still do not 
seem to have been able to use them successfully, say several Westerners who have 
resided in Afghanistan clandestinely. 


In the month of August in the province of Nangarhar (eastern Afghanistan) a doctor 
who belongs to a humanitarian arganization saw several launchers half-concealed 
under the tarpaulins of a closely guarded house. The locai resistance chief con- 
firmed to him that the launchers in question were indeed SAM-7's, but was unwilling 
to indicate where they came from, how many there were and for what they were being 
used. 


Two other travelers had reported at the beginning of the summer that the group of 
the Hezbi Islami movement led by Mullah Yunes Khales had unsuccessfully fired four 
of these devices for which the Mujahedin had been asking since the beginning of 
Soviet intervention to put a stop to the invincibility of the MI 24 armored heli- 
copters. 


The SAM-7's could alter the appearance of the conflict in Afghanistan. But according 
to sources near Western information services, the untrained resistance fighters are 
having little success in mastering the firing system of the launcher. 


A French member of the Guild organization of the raid which convoys medical and 

food supplies intended for the Afghan populations of the interior likewise came 

across a group of Hazaras resistance fighters in the region of Ghazni, south of 

Kabul, who declared that they possessed some SAM-7's. "I personally did not see 
them,'’ he points out, "but those Hazaras were transporting an impressive lot of 

materiel, and especially dozens of RPG-7 rockets.” 


The observers note, however, that stories about downed helicopters remain quite 
infrequent, and that never yet has the resistance in Afghanistan claimed to have 
hit an objective with the help of a SAM-7. 


Furthermore, Western diplomatic sources indicated on Wednesday that fighting 

is continuing in the Afghan provinces, whereas Kabul seems calmer than usual. 

The number of rumors heard this week in the capital about shootings and explosions 
has been smaller, while rumors about attempts have also been less numerous. 
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Nevertheless numerous convoys have left Kabul for the neighboring provinces of 
Parwen and Logar where several skirmishes and bombings have been reported. 


The Soviet and Afghan units, which 10 days ago unsuccessfuly tried to invade the 
rebel stronghold in the Panshir valley north of Kabul, have not returned to their 
billets, and remain stationed in the province of Parwan where, according to the 
diplomats, they are engaging in various operations against the villages won from 
the resistance by bombing the houses or destroying crops. 


The diplomats likewise report that a member of the Democratic Party of the Afghan 
People is believed to have stated during the week that "the Soviets are in Afghanistan 
for a very long stay and that they will not abandon the Karmal regime." “The United 
States and the USSR will probably reach an agreement on Afghanistan in exchange for 
concessions made to American interests in some other region of the world,” this 

party member is believed to have added, according to diplomatic sources. 


9498 
CSO: 4619/37 








EGYPT 


ENEMIES OF ISLAM DENOUNCED 


Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 64, Aug 81 p 3 


(Article: Preface to Issue, Including a Prayer, a Denunciation of Enemies" } 
_Texc] In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 


My tellow reader, many happy returns [on the occasion of the Bairam feast. | 
to you and to all your brothers everywhere on earth. We hope that you are 
well, that you are prosperous and that all is well with you. 


May you accept from all of us, Lord, the fast [that we have completed], our 
existence [in your service], our reading of the Koran and our good deeds. 


We ask God Almighty that when He brings back this feast to our nation [next 
year], the victory of the freedom fighters will have been achieved in 
Syria, in Afghanistan, in Palestine, in Eritrea, in the Ogaden, in the 
Philippines, in Pattani and everywhere the banner of fighting for freedom 
flutters. 


We pray God Almighty that He break the back of every ruler who betrays 

his religion and his nation, who overpowers his people and sympathizes with 
the enemies of God: the Jews, the Crusaders and the communists. We pray 

God that He strengthen His message and that He unite the hearts of all 

the citizens of this nation under the banner of "There is no God but Allah" 
and under the leadership of "our lord, the messenger of God, may God bless 

him and grant him salvation." 


we pray God that He make us examine ourselves so we can change ourselves, 
so He can change our nation to what it ought to be and to what is satisfac- 
tory [to Him]. We pray God Almighty that He accept us among His loyal sol- 
diers and that He set us firmly on His path so we can come to Him un- 
changed, unthwarted and unmoved by temptation. Amen. Amen. Amen. 


8592 
CSO: 4504/86 











EGYPT 


GOVERNMENT'S FAILURE TO UPHOLD RELIGION, CONSTITUTION CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 64, Aug 81 pp 14-15 


[Article by Salih 'Ashmawi: "We Are Calling for the Resignation of the 
Cabinet" } 


‘Text ] In its issue which came out Monday, 20 Sha'ban 1401 [Hegira], which 
coincides with 22 June 1981, the newspaper AL-AHRAM published a cartoon by 
Salah Jahin on page 9 entitled "Events That Hurt National Unity." The car- 
toon showed Egypt portrayed as a mother with three male children, represen- 
ting unity, harmony and secularism. In front of them stood a young woman 
called sectarian sedition. Under the cartoon there was [this] inscription: 
“Egypt: These are my sons, and I know they are good children, but whose 
daughter are you?" What concerns me about this sketch is Egypt's posture as 
it looks after, embraces and expresses pride in one of her "good" sons whom 
she cailed secularism. The idea behind the sketch belongs to Salah Jahin 
who produced it, and Salah Jahin is a Marxist artist whose inclinations are 
known and who is known for his non-religious and secular tendencies. He has 
assumed postures and produced cartoons about Islam and its precepts and 
scholars. These cartoons are on record and can neither be forgotten 

nor obliterated. Perhaps one of the most remarkable of these postures was 
his vicious campaign against His Eminence al-Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali 
because he stood at one of Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir's conferences attacking 

the fact that the consumption of alcohol was being tolerated while the use 
of narcotics was being fought. [At that time al-Ghazali had said], “What is 
the difference between a bottle of alcohol and a piece of hashish?" At that 
time 'Abd-al-Nasir's lackeys unleashed their writers and their artists 
against al-Shaykh. Salah Jahin then headed the list of attackers, sketching 
al-Shaykh al-Ghazali for several days in a row in postures that ridiculed 
him and made fun of him. Attacking Islam by mocking it and making fun of 
its scholars is a well-known communist tactic. 


That dark period of Egypt's history is gone, and we hope that it will not 
return. The administration, the rulers and the constitution have changed, 
but Salah Jahin cannot hide his resentment and his spite against Islam. 
These undoubtedly rise to the surface and flow to his pen in many 
situations. Perhaps the most recent such situation was that when Salah 
Jahir took advantage of the events of the civil strife at al--Zawiya 
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al-Hamra' and produced a sketch that was more eloquent and more profound in 
its statement and in its effect than an article. In that cartoon he por- 
trayed Egypt as a secular state. Secular states are states that have washed 
their hands of all religions wholly and separately. These states do not 
have an official religion, and religion--any religion--has no effect on 
their policies or their social and economic life. The most remarkable 
example of a secular state in our time is India. When Kemal Ataturk 
abolished the Islamic succession and proclaimed Turkey a secular state, he 
stipulated in the Turkish constitution that people were not to be called to 
prayer, that the Koran was not to be read and that religion was not to be 
taught. He forced Turkish Muslims to wear hats, and he forced Muslim women 
to unveil their faces in public and to mix with strange men just like wes- 
tern and Russian women do. 


What did Salah Jahin mean when he portrayed Egypt boasting about one of her 
children who is called secularism? Has Egypt really detached itself from 
Islam and has it turned its back on its religion and its faith? Is this 
what Salah Jahin is hoping for and advocating openly and boldly? Does Salah 
Jahin want the call to prayer to be unheard in Egypt, the country of a 
1,000 minarets as it's being said? Does Salah Jahin want to forbid the 
reading of the Koran? Does he want the reading of the Koran forbidden in 
God's houses of worship and in the homes and gatherings of Egyptians? Does 
Salah Jahin want to abolish from the schools the subject of religion so 
children would grow up in Egypt without a religion and without faith, not 
practicing any of the cornerstones or the rituals of Islam? The fact that 
Salah Jahin published this sketch in the midst of the events of al-Zawiya 
al-Hamra' when nerves were tense, hearts were overflowing with emotion and 
rumors were filling the air could have been explained as partiality to the 
oppressive group and an abandonment of Islam and of the Muslims who were 
treacherously shot in the back while they were in a mosque, in a house of 
worship. In this way it would have been very easy for Salah Jahin to turn 
this sectarian strife in a corner of Cairo into a civil war that would 
sweep the country from Aswan to Alexandria. 


Where Is the Constitution? 


Is Salah Jahin unaware of Egypt's constitution which stipulates that the 
official religion of the state is Islam and that its language is the Arabic 
language? Is he unaware of the fact that the constitution also stipulates 
in another article that Islamic law is the principal source for lLegisla- 
tion? Hasn't Salah Jahin heard the speeches of the president which he had 
delivered after a previous incident of sectarian strife when Egypt's Copts 
in the United States demonstrated against the head of the state and the 
symbol of its policy while he was visiting in a foreign country? These 
Copts proved thereby that they were the most disloyal people to Egypt and 
that they lacked the simplest principles of ethical and good conduct? The 
president said in that speech something to that effect: "I am a Muslim 
president of a Muslim state which is not an ordinary Muslim state, but 
rather a leading one that has been carrying the banner of Islam and defen- 
ding it throughout the centuries and the generations. The fact that 
al-Azhar is in it makes Egypt a beacon that emits the radiance and the 
light of Islam to all the countries of the Islamic world." 








Where Is the Fditor-in-Chief? 


If Salah Jahin is the principal perpetrator and the primary person who 

is responsible fer the terrible transgression [that has been committed } 
against Egypt, where 1 wonder was the editor-in-chief? How did he permit 
the publication of this sketch under the circumstances that existed then? 

I can hardly imagine or believe that such a dangerous sketch in a situation 
that was so complicated and critical would not be reviewed by the editor- 
in-chief of AL-AHRAM. 


Where Is the Shaykh of al-Azhar? 


If we were to leave AL-AHRAM, its artists and its editor-in-chief, where 
is the shaykh of al-Azhar? Salah Jahin's claim that Egypt is a secular 
state infringes upon [the religious leader's] faith as a Muslim, and it 
also atfects his position as the shaykh of al-Azhar. A secular state would 
not have an al-Azhar or a shaykh for al-Azhar. 


Where Is the Patriarch of the Copts? 


Il cannot ignore Father Shanudah , the patriarch of the Copts. Salah 
Jahin's appeal for secularism aftects not only Islam and Muslims, but it 
is also an affront to Christianity and to Christians. Secularism does not 
acknowledge Islam, Christianity or any religion. 


Where Is the People's Assembly and Its President? 


It is curious that such a cartoon would pass and be published in AL-AHRAM, 
which is read by hundreds of thousands of people and circulated among them, 
without moving the spiritual leaders or the People's Assembly, which rep- 
resents the legislative authority [in the country] and is the guardian of 
the country's constitution. In my article in the last issue [of AL-DA'WAH } 
Il reterred to what had happened during a discussion of the report of the 
Media Committee and of the Religious Affairs Committee regarding the sugges- 
tion of the honorable member, Mahmud Nafi' of abolishing wanton movies and 
provocative embraces from [the fare that] was being presented on television 
and on the movie screen. The discussion turned into a sharp argument 
between the independent member al-Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il and the presi- 
dent of the session because al-Shaykh Salah had said that the underlying 
premise in our media was not Islamic but secular. In this discussion Mr 
Muhammad Rashwan, vice president of the assembly and the chairman of the 
cummittee meeting said, "Describing Egypt as a secular state is objec- 
tionable." Are the People's Assembly and its vice president provoked when 
al-Shaykh Salah Abu Isma’il declares that the underlying assumption of the 
media in Egypt is secular, and do they reject this description? And then 
when Salah Jahin says the same thing, not between four walls in a parliamen- 
tary committee, but in a cartoon in a newspaper with a large circulation, 
their response is silence? It's being said that silence is a sign of 
acquiescence? 





Where Is the Public Prosecutor? 


If we were to leave the legislative authority and shift to the executive 
authority, we would be entitled to ask and to wonder, "Where is the public 
prosecutor who represents society, who is the keeper of the public trust 
and the guardian of the constitution and its stipulacions against any 
verbal of physical attack?" 


Where Is the Minister of Information? 


Or rather where is the minister of information who is the overseer of the 
press, notwithstanding what is being said about the press being a fourth 
authority? Where is the minister of information especially when AL-AHRAM, 
which published this cartoon, is one of the national newspapers with which 
the government--in any situation and in any form--has close relations? 


Where Are the Prime Minister and the Ministers? 


Lastly but not tinally, where are the deputy prime minister and the minis- 
ters? Did they not take an oath to honor and protect the constitution? 

Is not describing Egypt as a secular state an attack on more than cone stipu- 
lation of this constitution? Why is nothing being done about Salah Jahin? 


A long time has gone by since this cartoon was published, and none of the 
officials has taken action. This may be interpreted as an endorsement of 
the statement mentioned in the cartoon about Egypt being a secular state 
and a tacit recognition of it. This is treason against the religion and the 
faith of the state and a plain challenge to the constitution. Therefore, 

we are calling for the resignation of the cabinet. 


8592 
CSO: 4504/86 
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EGYPT 


BROTHERHOOD'S POLITICAL ACTIONS DEFE;'DED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 64, Aug 81 pp 8-9 


[Article by Mustafa Mashhur: "From the Knowledge of the Sacred Calling: 
Lessons in Passing; the Muslim Brothers, Politics and the Policy of 
Parties" | 


[Text] It is curious to find that some people regard the Muslim Brothers 
as a group of austere men of the cloth who know nothing about politics, 
political maneuvers and the methods of enemies and so on and at the same 
time to find others, whose Islamic agenda does not include the establish- 
ment of an Islamic state, who regard the Muslim Brothers as people pre- 
occupied with political matters and exposing themselves therefore to hard- 
ship and persecution which they can manage to do without. 


Then we see the rulers who have prevailed fighting the Brothers and making 
false accusations against them to justify their war. They accuse them of 
seeking power, of hiding behind religion and of [attempting to] overthrow 
the regime. If they were fair, they would amend the charge to rectifying 
the regime, which is in a state of disorder and disarray. A controversy may 
arise over whether the Muslim Brothers will let the educational aspect 
prevail over the political aspect or whether they will do the opposite. 
There are other matters which [may be the subject of controversy and which] 
we will try to explain with some clarity, may God help us in this. 


We Reject the Separation of Religion and Politics 


First and foremost we reject the notion of separating religion and poli- 
tics. The statement that there is to be no religion in politics and no 
politics in religion and the consequences thereof, implying that political 
parties are not to be established on a religious basis and religious 
societies are not to be involved in politics, are groundless and extremely 
erroneous. Anyone who thought that religion--or more accurately Islam--does 
not allude to politics or that politics is not one of its domains does 
himself an injustice and does his knowledge of Islam an injustice [as 
well], but he does not do Islam an injustice. Islam is the law of God and 
is beyond the reach of falsehood. 
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Regarding the Brothers’ position on politics Imam al-Banna says, "People 
say that the Muslim Brothers are a political group, that their message is 
political and that they have objectives other [than those of Islam]. We 
don't know how long accusations, doubts and insults will be exchanged in 
our nation while certainty supported by fact is brushed aside for the sake 
of casting doubts [on others]. 0 people of our nation, we are calling upon 
you with the Koran in our right hand, with the prophetic tradition in our 
left hand and the deeds of our worthy ancestors, the citizens of our nation 
as our guide. We are calling you to Islam, to the precepts of Islam, to the 
provisions of Islam and to the right guidance of Islam. If this seems 
politics to you, so be it. If those who are urging you [to adopt] these 
principles are politicians, then thank God we are the oldest practitioners 
of politics. If you wish to call this politics, call it what you will. 
Names won't hurt us when the names become clear and the objectives are 
revealed. Islam has a policy which harbors happiness for the world and. 
righteousness for the hereatter. This is our policy. We do not seek an.. 
alternative to it. Be guided by it, and impose it on others so you woulG 


win glory in the hereafter. 'You shall before long know its truth’ " 
[Al-Huzn: 88]. 


Our Islam is not a clerical religion or a monastic religion for indi- 
viduals. It is a complete system of life. It is a religion for one nation. 
It covers all the matters of this world and the hereafter, including govern- 
ment, legislation, fighting for the faith and telling all people about 
Islam. This is the Islam in which the Muslim Brothers believe. It makes 

the government one of its cornerstones, and it relies on execution just as 
much as it relies on right guidance. The third caliph, may God be pleased 
with him, said, "God attributes to authority what He does not attribute to 
the Koran." The prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, made 
government one of the mainstays of Islam. In our books of knowledge govern- 
ment is considered a matter of doctrine and principle and not one of know- 
ledge and [its] branches. We see Imam al-Ghazali, may God be pleased with 
him, saying, "I know that Islamic law is the basic principle and that the 
king is its guardian. Whatever lacks a foundation is destructable and what- 
ever lacks a guardian is lost." The Islamic state can only be based on the 
message so that it can be a state with a message and not an administrative 
system or a spiritless, mute, lifeless government. The message also cannot 
be established unless it has a sponsor who protects it, publicizes it, 
transmits it and strengthens it. 


We find the martyred imam talking to us about Islamic government and the 
need to deliver government from those who do not put [Islamic law] into 
practice. He says, "Islam is as much government and execution as it is 
legislation and education and law and compliance with that law: they are 
all inseparable. If an Islamic reformer is satisfied with being a scholar 
of jurisprudence and a guide, affirming orders, reciting instructions and 
expounding applications and fundamentals while letting functionaries enact 
for the nation laws that are not sanctioned by God and allowing them to use 
their executive power to force the nation to disobey His orders, the 
natural outcome of this [situation] will be the loss of that reformer's 
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voice--a voice lost in a wilderness and a puff of dust, as they say. 
Islamic reformers' satisfaction with the status of preachers and guides may 
be understandable if they were to find functionaries who would heed the 
commands of God, carry out His provisions and convey the deeds and the 
traditions ot His prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation. But 
since the case is what it is, with Islamic legislation on one end of the 
pole and actual executive legislation on another, the reluctance of Islamic 
reformers to seek power is an Islamic crime that can be atoned only by 
seizing the power of the executive authority from those who do not sub- 
scribe to the provisions of true Islam. This statement is plain; we did not 
make it up, but we are using it to establish the provisions of true Islam. 
Accordingly, the Muslim Brothers would not seek power for themselves if 
they were to find in the nation those who were prepared to assume this 
burden, fulfill this charge and rule according to an Islamic Koranic 
method. Such persons would be their soldiers, their supporters and their 
helpers. If the Muslim Brothers do not find such persons, [seeking] power 
will be on their agenda, and they will make an effort to seize power from 
every government that does not carry out the commands of God. 


There is one statement that must be made in this situation: the Muslim 
Brothers have not seen one government among contemporary governments which 
can assume this burden or which is truly prepared to champion Islamic 
thought. Let the nation know this; let the nation demand its Islamic rights 
from its rulers; and let the Muslim Brothers go to work. 


The Brothers’ Agenda 


The Muslim Brothers mean to have a Muslim individual, a Muslim household, a 
Muslim nation, a Muslim government and a Muslim state that would lead the 
Islamic states, unite the scattered Muslims, bring back their glory and 
restore to them their lost lands, their usurped homelands and their stolen 
countries. Such a state would then raise the banner of a holy war and the 
banner of God's message so that the world may rejoice with the precepts of 
Islam. 


It is on this basis that the Brothers devoted attention to the political 
aspect [of their agenda] which pertains to the achievement of these goals 
and the establishment of political awareness among the individual members 
of a group and among the Muslim public as well. The educational programs 
that are pursued by the Brothers include this political awareness and 
Islamic questions. The Brothers' press is providing appropriate coverage 
for this aspect, thank God. 


Ever since the days of the martyred imam the Brothers have shown an 
interest in popular conferences at which Islamic questions are reviewed for 
the purpose of awakening political and Islamic awareness on the popular 
level, clarifying [people's] view, exposing the masks of deception, diag- 
nosing the ailment, identifying the remedy, giving the people a sense of 
their responsibility and a sense of duty and infusing a spirit of earnest- 
ness and positiveness instead of one of negativism and carelessness. 
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The Muslim Brothers regard the questions of the Islamic world questions 

of taith and religion and not questions of land and soil. They view them as 
stiuggles between atheism and faith and between the enemies of God and 
Muslims. We find such struggles in Palestine and we find chem in 
Afghanistan, in Syria, in the Philippines, in India and everywhere. 


The Muslim Brothers and Parties 


With regard to the political parties that have emerged and are emerging 

on the scene of Islamic countries, the Brothers reject such parties which 
are based on earthly principles. Some time ago the Brothers had asked for 
the dissolution of these parties because they had hurt and were hurting the 
country. They light the fires of animosity and resentment in the hearts of 
those who rule and those who are ruled. In most cases these parties consist 
of a mere association of people formed around persons who are surrounded 

by trappings of leadership, heroism, cheers, applause, support and other 
methods of commotion. Some parcies are established on earthly principles 
that are devised by imperfect humans. We can do without all this because 
our Islam is a com:lete system for which there is no substitute because it 
comes from God the Wise, the Omniscient. 


Political parties resort to devoting their attention to numerical quantity 
regardless of steadfastness and quality. In most cases a large number of 
this large membership is opportunist, coveting the benefits of power which 
is the major and the greater objective of these parties. We reject such a 
frail foundation on which to establish an Islamic entity for a stable 
Islamic government that would withstand the snares of enemies. 


Parties often resort to changing their slogans, and they do not abide 
firmly by a principle, except whenever there is a benefit to be reaped or a 
goal to be achieved. The enemies of God or the superpowers often find some 
political parties prepared to cooperate; they support these parties even at 
the expense of nations. 


Fronts or coalitions are often established between some parties, but these 
are soon broken. The Brothers believe that the idea of a coalition between 
parties is truitless; they believe it is a sedative and not a cure. Those 
who form a coalition soon break it up, and the war between them is soon 
rekindled at a pace more furious than that [which prevailed] before the 
coalition [was formed]. 


Thus we see that the Muslim Brothers are neither a religious, charitable 
society, nor a political party in the usual sense of these terms. They are 
[rather a manitestation of ] Islam with which and for which they take action 
to meet all Islamic requirements and views. They are interested in Islamic 
education, and they are interested in political awareness. Those interests 
are coordinated and orchestrated in a balanced way without extravagance or 
waste in any aspect. The Brothers adhere to the course of God's messenger, 
may God bless him and grant him salvation, in proceeding [forward] with 
Islam and in establishing an Islamic state on a solid foundation in which 
the strength of faith, the power of unity and the power of hands and 
weapons are achieved. 
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Politics has its glamor, its ornaments and its insidious splendor. These 
tempt a few weak-spirited persons who are fond of leadership or of 
appearing to emerge and to win these political leaderships. Let the 
Brothers beware of being deceived by such appearances, and let us be faith- 
ful to the course we began, following in the footsteps of God's messenger, 
may God bless him and grant him salvation, and being loyal to God. We are 
all engaged in God's work, and none of us is to gain prominence delivering 
the message of God. We are to weigh matters, situations and persons in 
accordance with the scales and the standards of God and the Koran so as not 
to expose Islamic action to slips, deviations or failures. We are not to 
rush the fruit before it ripens. We always ask God for success and guidance. 


Thus it becomes evident that the Muslim Brothers are not a group of austere 
men of the cloth who know nothing about politics. Nor are they politicians 
preoccupied with politics at the expense of religious matters. They do not 
seek power for themselves; nor do they seek material or earthly goods. They 
are not a political party or a religious society with specific objectives. 
They do not hide behind religion as tyrants accuse them of doing. How can 
they hide behind religion when their adherence to religion is the reason 
tor the hardships and the perils to which they are exposed? Nor are they 
terrorists or saboteurs; they are the most loyal people to their homelands. 
They have never been a tool of any government; they have never carried out 
any objective other than their own or pursued any course other than that of 
Islam. They combine Islamic education with political awareness, and they 
deal with questions from the point of view of Islam. They are interested in 
the total question, which is that of establishing the Islamic state and 
restoring the Islamic succession. They abide by the law of God in their 
actions and in their methods. They do so not to promote themselves, but 
rather to uphold the supreme word of God and His prohpet. They thank God 
for every position, triumph or victory. In doing so they do not confer any 
favors on God, but it is rather God who is bestowing His favor on them 

in guiding them to the true faith. 


Atter this clarification we call upon all Muslims to form a single rank and 
to carry out the religious duties [prescribed by God]. Among these duties 
is seeing to it that God's word reigns supreme in their countries and then 
in the whole world so that the mercy of Islam may prevail throughout this 
universe. [We call upon all Muslims to form a single rank] for the sake of 
the single rank which is in itself a religious duty, calling upon every 
Muslim to join. If not a single rank, then Muslims are to devise a formula 
for cooperation. If not a formula for cooperation, then they are to be 
friendly and to pray. This is the least we ask of every Muslim. God speaks 
the truth and guides to the right path. 
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EGYPT 


SOLUTIONS TO TENSIONS BETWEEN COPTS, MUSLIMS, GOVERNMENT OFFERED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 64, Aug 81 pp 28-29 


(Article: "Honest Advice to the Christians of Egypt"'] 

(Text ] I am giving honest advice to the Copts of Egypt for the sake of 
God because God Almighty made me their neighbor, and God entrusted our 
neighbors to us. 


"Serve Allah and associate none with Him. Show kindness to your parents 

and your kindred, to the orphans and to the needy, to your near and distant 
neighbors, to your fellow-travellers, to the wayfarers, and to the slaves 
whom you own" [Al-Nisa': 36] : 


Neighbors are each others' partners in prosperity and in adversity. 


My relationship with the Copts began in my earliest years when I was able 
to perceive differences. The first Copt I knew was Master Yusuf Murqus, the 
carpenter, and then Master Jirjis, the paymaster. Master Yusuf was respon- 
sible tor the water wheels, the plows and all the tools of the field. He 
was good natured and we liked him. We used tu gather around him, and he 
used to humor us often. We were friendly with Master Yusuf, but Master 
Jirjis, the paymaster, was known to us by his book and his donkey whom he 
treated in a special way. He used to place a large amount of hay and beans 
in front of him. All the paymaster's work was with [our] father, and we 
knew nothing about it. 


My father, may God have mercy on his soul, was well-known for being 
extremely devout. He used to reckon harshly with his children and with the 
people of his household about everything that pertained to religion. 


Nevertheless, I do not perjure myself when I swear that I never heard as a 
child or as an adult any remarks that disparaged the Christians--this was 
how we referred to the Copts. In fact God used my father to fulfill mary 
of the Christians' needs, and they used to turn to him to arbitrate any 
disagreement that would develop among them. 
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The days went by, bringing incidents involving attackers and their victims. 
He would punish the attackers and deal fairly with the victims regardless 
of the faith of each one of them. 


1 recall that when I was performing the duties of the prince regent to 
Egypt's crown, I received numerous complaints most of which were from 
Copts. God enabled me to solve these problems easily, and I received from 
those people letters of thanks. 


What I am relating here about myself is in fact a picture of Muslims in 

our beloved country. Public and private matters proceeded regularly, and 
incidents occurred as they were preordained. The courts dealt fairly with 
all without prejudice for a religion, fear of a position or rank or sensiti- 
vity. Truth deserved more than subservience to one person's pleasure or 
another's indignation. 


Britain tried to use the Copts against the Muslims and to create the 
sedition of hateful intolerance, but the patriarch of the Copts rejected 
this and foiled every attempt by the colonialist to create disunity and to 
sow the seeds of hatred. 


Thus matters continued to improve until Mr Shanudah was appointed pat- 
riarch of Egypt's Copts. Unprecedented matters, the likes of which had 
never been seen, emerged after his election. Verbal and physical challenges 
began [to emerge]. 


There were those who said that Egypt was Coptic and that there was no place 
for Muslims in it. Demands were made that were almost protests against 
government in accordance with the Koran and the prophetic tradition. Then 
we saw a blatant attack on a mosque or a church or an attack on a Muslim 
because he was a Muslim or on a Copt because he was a Copt. Copts abroad 
formed blocs against Muslims according to instructions from Egypt. They 
greeted the president of Egypt ungraciously [when he visited] the United 
States, and this led the president to discuss the subject of religious 
intolerance. It is regrettable that he did not settle matters [then] and 
did not try to deal with the sedition. 


.-»Not until the bullets of the Copts were fired in al-Zawiya al-Hamra' and 
the government itself saw the dead and the wounded Muslims. 


Then came the Muslims' reaction, and the fires of sedition blazed in the 
quarter of al-Sharabiyyah. Had it not been for the intervention of 
reasonable Muslims, the consequences would have been grave. 

The situation now is as follows: 


1. Anticipation and preparation on the part of Muslims and Copts. 


2. A government that has done nothing. It did not try to establish peace 
between the two parties, and it did not try to disarm the aggressors. 
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Therefore, being intent on good relations, on good neighborliness and on 
avoiding sedition 1 am turning in all sincerity to our fellow Copts. 


1 am saying that he who sows the seeds of animosity among Muslims is an 
agent for foreign countries interested in fomenting sedition. The evidence 
for this is clear and simple. If there is civil strife and Muslims and 
Copts become enemies, peace and stability are lost. This is not in the 
interests of Muslims or Copts. If Muslims were to refrain from doing 
business with Copts, the consequences would be against the Copts. 


If the Muslims and the Copts were to clash and blood were to be shed, I 
say that the loser will be the Copts. The Tatars in the east and the crusa- 
ders in the west will attest to that. 


Therefore, I state that those who foment civil strife are enemies of the 
Copts. They turn them into a cat's claw, a pressure [tool] to eliminate 
Muslim and Coptic Egyptians. 


O Copts of Egypt, Muslims are devoted to good neighborliness and fruitful 
cooperation. We have lived together so far in harmony without intolerance 
Or aggression. 


Wake up to what is being contrived against you in the dark: propaganda that 
is based on falsehood, deception and poisonous hopes that lead to destruc- 
tion. 


This is sedition, and all those who advocate it wish you evil, even if they 
were wearing monks' clothing. Know that Islam is the refuge and the impreg- 
nable stronghold for all Egyptians. It guarantees every individual self- 
protection and protection of his honor and his funds. It gives every 
individual full freedom. "There is no coercion in religion. You have your 
religion and I have mine." 


Before I conclude my statement I would like to say, "The government has 
first and foremost responsibility [in this]. I have nothing to say to the 
government. God told the government [what it should do], but it did not 
listen. "Allah's help is all-sufficient for us. He is the best Protector. 
We belong to Allah and to Him we shall return." 
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EGYPT 


CAUSES OF SECTARIAN STRIFE REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-DA'WAH in Arabic No 64, Aug 81 pp 48-51 


[Article by Muhammad 'Abd-al-Quddus: "A Frank Confrontation of the Reasons 
of Sectarian Sedition" ] 


[Text] The Copts of Egypt are the most fortunate 
minority in the world. 

Coptic leaders departed from their primary duty of 
honoring islamic Egypt and respecting the 

feelings of Muslims. 


The sectarian strife that occurred in Egypt in recent years has several 
reasons. As long as we are not confronting these reasons firmly and frankly 
and pulling them out by the roots, these stiifes will continue as long 

as we insist on hiding our heads in the sand and as long as we remain satis- 
fied with extolling [our] tolerance and the slogans of national unity. 


This article is a step in the right direction, the direction of confronting 
the reasons of sectarian strife. 


"The Copts of Egypt are the most fortunate minority on the face of the 
earth. All their material and moral rights are made to thrive and even 
multiply."' This is how al-Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali began his statement to 
AL-DA'WAH. The shaykh says, "It is a manifestation of the tolerance of 
Islam that it does not recognize the term, minority. It is a term that 
appeared in recent ages only." 


Islam views those who have a different religion in a normal manner. Islam 
sees them as part of Islamic society, enjoying the same rights that Muslims 
have and having the same obligations. From a political standpoint, they 
have Islamic citizenship. The state fights for them and looks after their 
aftairs inside the country and abroad. A person with a different religion, 
even if he were one individual, lives within che large Islamic entity in 
absolute security. We saw in an account by al-Bukhari how a Jew in 
al-Madinah had asked the messenger of God, may God bless him and grant 

him salvation, to deposit a pledge for the goods he had sold the prophet. 
He was not afraid of making that request. He was certain that neither his 
funds nor his own person would be harmed. 
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Al-Shaykh al-Ghazali goes on to say, “Islam's treatment of those of a dif- 
ferent religion and the religious freedom they enjoy [under Islam] are 
unknown in the history of all humanity. We need only make a quick com- 
parison between the non-Muslim subjects in Islam and the Muslim minorities 
that are living in Christian and pagan countries, regarding what happens to 
Muslims in the Philippines, ir tudia, in the communist countries and in 
Ethiopia and what happened ic the Muslims in Andalusia where Christians 
there exterminated more than 1 million Muslims. 


Rights Are Balanced by Obligations 


In view of the excellent situation in which the Copts and the non-Muslim 
subjects in general are living in Egypt, they have obligations that they 
must abide by. 


Dr Ahmad Yusuf, instructor of Islamic law at the College of Dar al-'Ulum 
in Cairo University summarizes these obligations by saying, "These involve 
refraining from anything that would hurt Muslims or diminish their reli- 
gion. They are to refrain from selling prohibited goods in the capitals 
and cities of Muslims, such as alcohol and pork. They are to submit com- 
pletely to the law of the Islamic state, especially in business dealings 
where they are to abide by the provisions of financial and civilian 
dealings in selling, leasing and [forming] partnerships, etc." Dr al-Sayyid 
Salih ‘Awad, the chairman of the department of the Principles of Jurispru- 
dence in the College of Isitamic Law at al-Azhar University says that non- 
Muslims are to respect those among whom they live; they are to observe the 
dignity ot the Islamic state which provides them with its protection and 
its care; and they are not to betray a Muslim because this would ruin the 
trust that exists between them and Muslims. They are not to rail against 
Islam, its messenger or its [holy] book, and they are not to promote 
beliets and ideas that refute the faith and the religion of the state. 


"In summary, two matters are being asked from non-Muslims: 


--"They are not tuo appear to be challenging the Muslim public. If they chal- 
lenge Muslims, the ruler must order them to stop doing that. If they do 
not comply, they are to be compelled [to obey]. 


--"If they engage in any of the activities that are prohibited by Islam, 
activities which contest the rights of Muslims but are permissible in their 
religion, they are to do so without proclaiming those activities or 
announcing them among the Mus!ims." 


The Incident of the Copt Who Assailed the Noble Prophet 


Dr al-Sayyid Salih ‘Awad says, "“Al-Tabarani quoted ‘Arafah ibn al-—Harith 
as saying that he had passed by a Christian from Egypt and that he had 
called upon him to adopt Islam. The Christian said evil things about the 
Prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, and ('Arafah] reported 


this incident to ‘Amr ibn al-'Ass. ‘Amr said, ‘We gave them our promise.' 
And ‘Aratah ibn al-Harith replied, ‘God torbid that we should give them 
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promises and agreements so they would speak ill to us of God and His messen- 
ger. We promised them free access to their churches where they could say 
what they wished, and we promised them that we would not demand from them 
more than they could deliver; we promised we would fight behind them; and 

we promised them free access to their laws unless they were to come to us 
and we would then make a judgment among them in accordance with what God 
ordained.’ ‘Amr said, ‘You are right,’ and the Copt was arrested and 
punished." 


Non-Muslims have financial obligations, namely the head tax, the land tax 
and the tithe. Dr Ahmad Yusuf says that these obligations do not violate at 
all the principle of equality between Copts and Muslims because a Muslim 
pays in blood to protect the security of the non-Muslim subject whereas the 
latter pays the head tax. The Muslim also pays alms for the plants and the 
crops [he reaps! in return for the non-Muslim subject's payment of the land 
tax. The Muslim pays alms for traded merchandise, and the non-Muslim sub- 
ject pays the tithe. 


The Penalty for Failing To Meet Obligations 


His Eminence al-Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali says, "The Muslim ruler must 
punish everyone who betrays the Islamic state in a manner commensurate 

with the transgression in which [the traitor] becomes involved. If the case 
is one of high treason, as is the case of the Lebanese Sa'd Haddad who 
allied himself with Israel or Ya'qub Hanna who allied himself with the 
French conquerors of Egypt, the penalty may be the loss of life. This is 
not strange because if a Muslim were to commit such a crime, his blood 
would be shed [too]. 


It such a person were to mock or challenge Islamic rites by disparaging 
the Koran or by making fun of its provisions, the state would have the 
right to inflict upon him the punishment that he deserves and that would 
deter those like him. What is important from the Islamic point of view is 
that no one under Islam is treated unfairly because he subscribes to 
another religion. He is treated with the justice that encompasses him and 
other worshipers of God. Islamic justice may not be used to betray the 
Islamic community." 


Dr al-Sayyid Salih ‘Awad says, "Keeping promises made to the non-Muslim 
subjects is an obligation, as long as they keep their promise; but if they 
were to change or to betray the Muslims, then they are not to be trusted. 
If non-Muslims are now living in an Islamic society like the rest of Muslim 
citizens, they must not exceed their bounds in the atmosphere of tolerance 
in which they are living and engage in actions that would hurt the reli- 
gious feelings of Muslims or hurt their interests. Otherwise, it becomes 
the duty of the ruler to stop them from engaging in those actions and to 
punish the violator. No one is to be punished for what another did. 


Blatant Challenge from Coptic Leaders 


The truth that is being said is that the Copts in Egypt have known and 











abided by their obligations for hundreds of years, and they have been 
!‘ving with Muslims in harmony. There were rarely any incidents between the 
two parties. But in the 20th century the position of Coptic leaders 
changed, and the spirit of challenge was manifested among them. Scores of 
actions undertaken by them indicated that. It was natural that incidents of 
sectarian strife increase because the Copts were not adhering to their 
primary duty of respecting Muslims' feelings and honoring the Islamic state 
under whose protection they were living. There are several factors that 
encouraged the leaders of Egypt's Copts to proceed on this rocky road." 


Al-Shaykh Hafiz Salainmah says, "The weakness of Muslims was one of the most 
important factors that encouraged the Copts to challenge them. This weak- 
ness went through two stages. 


--'"'The decline of the Islamic succession and the dissolution and dispersal 
of Muslims. 


--'"'The tyranny practiced by Islamic governments, especially in Egypt and 
Syria, against the Islamic communities, as was the case in 'Abd-al-Nasir's 
massacres of the Muslim Brothers in 1954 and 1965. This cleared the szene 
from serious Islamic action. 


2. Hilmi al-—Jazzar, the commander of Islamic communities mentions another 
reason, namely that the government spoiled the Christians. An example of 
this is the statement made by the head of state that "The Copts of Egypt 
asked for 30 churches, and I gave them 50."" Churches have been built beside 
mosques in the new cities at the expense of the Muslim state; and there is 
the idea of the religious complex." 


3. The commander ot the Islamic communities says that the government in 
Egypt did not deter Coptic officials from their previous seditions, and 
this led them to persist in their conspiracy. 


4. The foreign material and moral support for the Christians, Like the 
lavish reception in the United States for the leader of the Copts, 
Shanudah , and the decision that was made in 'Abd-al-Nasir's adminis- 
tration to elevate the rank of the leader of Egypt's Copts to that of a 
pope trom that ot a mere patriarch. The superpowers and Israel are attemp- 
ting to conspire against Islam in Egypt by means of pushing some Copts in 
Egypt to rebel against [the Islamic government]. The Coptic minority is 
also playing an active role in some countries like Australia, Canada and 
the United States by promoting falsehoods about the situation in Egypt «nd 
attempting to win world public opinion to the side of the Copts of Egypt. 


He adds, "Among the most dangerous occurrences in Egypt in recent years is 
the fact that many Christians in Egypt have acquired licensed as well as 
unlicensed weapons. Many churches and monasteries, especially in southern 
Egypt, have been turned into weapons arsenals. This is what some Muslims 
saw in al-Minya, but we did not hear that the Ministry of the Interior has 
taken it upon itself to inspect these monasteries and confiscate the 
weapons that are tound in them, the weapons which Christians use to kill 
Muslims. 


22 





"It has also been noticed that the churches which were built in recent 

years were built as though they were strongholds for battle and not houses 
of worship. Many architects think that the large quantity of reinforced con- 
crete that was being poured in the walls and roofs of these churches was 

not at all proportionate with their use as places of worship. This may 

be part of the plan by Christian leaders to turn Egypt into another Lebanon. 


"All these reasons amounted to strong incentives for Egypt's Copts, and 
chief among them is their leader, Sh@anudah , and for the leaders of the 
church to challenge the Muslims. Their conduct and their thoughts are con- 
sidered blatant violations of their obligation to honor the Muslim 
majority.” 


They Refuse To Recognize Islamic Egypt 


All these actions that we will mention now are pointing in one direction 
and leading up to one objective: the refusal to recognize Islamic Egypt. 
This tendency spread after the Camp David accords and the temporary dispute 
that [followed] between Egypt and most of the Arab countries. The most 
remarkable of these actions and ideas that conflict with the Copts' obliga- 
tion to honor Islamic Egypt are the following: 


Retusal To Entorce the Islamic Law 


Coptic leaders led by Shanudah assumed an authoritative posture on the 
request by the Muslim majority to amend the second article of the consti- 
tutica so that it would stipulate that the Islamic law was to be the prin- 
cipal source for legislation after it was merely a source. They absolutely 
rejected this amendment. 


Dr Ahmad Yusuf, instructor of Islamic law in the College of Dar al-'Ulum 
says that to say that Islamic law is not to be put into practice because 
this would hurt the Copts is totally objectionable for several reasons: 


A. We have no choice about putting or not putting Islamic law into practice 
because this is a divine command. 


B. Actual fact has established the falsehood of that statement. While 
Muslims have been exterminated or are in the process of being exterminated 
in many Christian ang pagan countries, non-Muslims have enjoyed all the 
privileges and the rights [that Muslims enjoy] in the Islamic countries, 
and especially in Egypt. 


C. Copts cannot be guardians over Muslims. The minority cannot impose its 
will on the majority, especially when the arguments upon which their 
opinions are based are talse arguments. 


D. Dr Ahmad Yusuf wonders what harm could come to the Copts, in case 
Islamic law is put into practice, if they are free in their faith, their 
worship and their personal aftairs? The only thing that will change will be 
the public law. Instead of being a law that is derived from foreign laws, 
it will be an Islamic law. What is the harm there? 
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"I can understand that this harm could have existed if the Christian reli- 
gion regulated people's dealings [with each other] and their life styles 
as well and if that was the system that was being enforced and we repealed 
it and instituted the Islamic law. But what we want to abolish are those 
positive laws that are foreign to our environment so that they can be 
replaced by the Islamic law which is based on the principle of 'no harm and 
no loss‘ as far as the non-Muslim subjects are concerned. This is based on 
the principle of ‘What is ours is theirs, and what we owe, they owe.' The 
most that any minority in the world aspires to is to get the same treatment 
that the majority is getting, and this is what Islamic law achieves for 
them." 


The Popularity of a False Idea: Egypt's Copts Are Its Original Inhabitants! 


Another trumped up falsehood promoted by the priests in Egypt and by Coptic 
leaders among their followers is that the Copts of Egypt are Egypt's ori- 
ginal inhabitants and that the Muslims came to it as outsiders. Some went 
even tarther than that and said that just as Andalusia was liberated from 
Muslims, so will Egypt be liberated. 


Dr al-Sayyid Saiih ‘Awad, chairman of the Department of the Principles 

of Jurisprudence says, "It is clear that this fabrication is an enormous 
lie. The claim that the Muslims of Egypt are outsiders who came from abroad 
is ridiculous. The people of the country throughout history came to like 
Islam and they adopted ic in hordes. Does their adoption of a religion 

by whose principles they were dazzled cause them to lose their relationship 
with their country? No sane person would say that. The Arabs who immigrated 
to Egypt were limited groups. Can this limited number reproduce 42 million 
Muslims, which is the number of Muslims in Egypt at the present time?" 


An Attempt To Give Different Locations a Christian Character 


It is noteworthy that the principal reason for the events of al-Zawiyah 
al-Hamra' was the attempt by some Christians to misappropriate a piece of 
land owned by Muslims for the purpose of building a church. 


Al-Shaykh Hafiz Salamah, president of the Islamic Guidance Society in Suez 
says, "This is not an isolated case, but it is rather part of a well- 
considered, comprehensive plan that is attempting to plant churches in 

the largest possible number of places and to purchase land from Muslims 

at exorbitant prices. This is how Palestine was lost; Islamic Egypt, how- 
ever, will not be lost."' His Eminence al-Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali says, 
"The scholars of Islam have stated their opinion that the Muslim who sells 
his land to the Jews in Palestine is an apostate. This ruling most cer- 
tainly applies to Egypt if the purpose of the buyer is malicious, namely 
fight Islam and to attempt to uproot it." 


There is another observation in this regard. While Islam advocates good 
treatment for those of a different religion, we find church leaders empha- 
sizing to their followers the need for fanaticism. For example, we find 
that most of the tenants in an apartment building which is owned by a Copt 
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are Copts. We tind that Copts would rather deal with a Christian physician 
than a Muslim one. This fanaticism creates a chasm between Muslims and 
Christians. Most certainly it is the Copts who will be the losers if the 
Muslims were to pursue the same policy. 


An Exaggeration of Their Numbers 


There is a misleading fact that implies a large measure of ugliness and 

is mentioned by al-Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali. This is the effort on the 
part of Coptic leaders to show that the number of non-Muslims is larger 
than it is for the purpose of seizing more rights. What has been determined 
in all the censuses that have been carried out in Egypt since the British 
occupation until now is that the ratio of Copts to Muslims is 7 percent. 
Al-Shaykh al-Ghazali adds, "Exaggerating the figures of non-Muslims is 

not a phenomenon in one particular country. It is rather a general colonia- 
list plan. Attention must be directed to the fact that a carefully planned 
census war is going on on a world-wide scale to show that the Muslims in 
the whole world are a minority and to show others that [followers of other 
religions] are more numerous. Enlarging the number of non-Muslims is a 
well-known [practice] in all the Islamic countries. In fact, attempts are 
being made in Lebanon to show that the number of Christians makes them the 
larger’ sect. This is talse, and those who have made up those numbers know 
this better than anyone else." 


The Claim that Their Rights Are Curtailed in Employment 


What is curious is that some Coptic leaders in Egypt want to divide the 
country along sectarian lines, as is the case in Lebanon, as far as jobs 
are concerned. They argue that they are discriminated against in areas of 
employment and jobs. All the scholars and the Muslim missionaries whom I 
met agreed that the opposite was the exact truth." His Eminence al-Shaykh 
Mulammad al-Ghazali says, "The Christians have rights and material, moral, 
economic and social capabilities that obviously exceed their numerical 
ratio. They may occupy one third of some economic institutions and social 
activities. If the matter went no further than their numerical ratio, 
obstacles would have been set in place to prevent them from achieving those 
high ratios. But Muslims are usually lenient, giving more than they have 
to and taking less than they should. It is true that some positions are 
contined to Muslims such as that of the head of state, for example. Not 
since the Islamic conquest has Egypt been ruled by a non-Muslim ruler. 
This is natural: Egypt is an Islamic state; how can it be ruled by a non- 
Muslim? 


"With what logic or justice do we ignore the vast majority of Muslims and 
allow Egypt to be ruled by a non-Muslim ruler? Can this happen in any 
country in the world, even in those countries that are called democratic 
countries? It is the majority that rules in the different countries of the 
world. It is natural, logical and self-evident that the majority would 
always rule." 
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Distributiun of Leatlets and Attempts To Preach 


In the recent period in particular the distribution of Christian leaflets 
has grown. These leaflets blatantly attack Islam, the Holy Book of God and 
His noble prophet. It is curious that those who are responsible for these 
leaflets are the church leaders and the Coptic leaders. Dr Ahmad Yusuf 
says, "These leatlets are a serious violation of the minority's obligation 
to honor the Musiim state and respect the feelings of Muslims. What raises 
questions [in our minds} is the position of the Muslim state in not 
punishing those who are putting out these leaflets. Missionary schools are 
also carrying out their activities under the supervision and protection of 
the Muslim government. Muslims must become aware of the danger of these 
schools: they are not to enroll their children in those schools because 
they are, to say the least, trying to drive Muslims -away from their religion 
and make them doubt their faith. 


To the Copts of Egypt: Beware of This Conspiracy That Some of You Are 
Promoting | 


His Eminence al-Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali and al-Shaykh Hafiz Salamah 
agree that the major conspiracy against the Islamic world manifests itself 
in the creation of religious and sectarian governments on its vast terrain 
so aS to undermine its forces. This is the secret behind the partitioning 
of a small country like Syria into Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and finally 
Israel. What is being sought now is the partitioning of Lebanon and Syria 
into Maronite, Druze, Sunni and Christian governments. A few drunks and 
intransigent Copts in Egypt are thinking of carrying out this conspiracy in 
Egypt and establishing a Coptic state. But this is absolutely out of the 
question: the people of Egypt are keeping their eyes open to the con- 
spiracies of colonialism and the treacheries of clients. Our country will 
always be strong, proud and Muslim. 


A Final Word 


This article was not intended to revile Egypt's Copts or their leaders 
publicly. I only wanted to reveal the principal reason for the repeated 
‘incidents of ] sectarian strife, namely the violation by those people of 
their primary obligation to honor Islamic Egypt and to respect the feelings 
ot Muslims. The violation of this obligation manifested itself in the ideas 
the church has been promoting among the Copts and in the actions that it is 
carrying out, actions which we mentioned in this article. When these 
actions cease and these ideas disappear, sectarian strife will spon- 
taneously disappear and Muslims and Christians will live together in 
harmony as they always have. 


How Do We Eliminate Strife? 
If the government wishes to do away with these incidents of strife, the 


government will have to publish accurate statistics about the number of 
Muslims and Copts in the following agencies: 
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1. The railroads and the telegraph and telephone agencies. 

2. The corps of engineers in the air force. 

3. The cultural committee in the Ministry of Education. 

4. The number of Muslim or non-Muslim merchants in Wikalah al-Balah.* 


5. The landlords in Nasr City, in Wadi al-Natrun and in the northern 
coastal areas trom Alexandria to Wadi al-—Natrun and Marsa Matruh. 


6. The population strongholds that are being built on the coast of 
al-'Ajami in Alexandria. 


7. The price of a square meter in al-Zaytun and neighboring quarters. 


8. The number of weapons permits [issued] in the past 10 years, so that 
the world would know who owns these weapons in Egypt. 


9. The number of physicians, attorneys, engineers, accountants and jour- 
nalists. 


10. Other innumerable facts requiring the publication of accurate statis- 
tics. 


Islam has never been unfair to a non-Muslim living under Islam. Behind 

the fact that non-Muslims in Egypt are being favorably treated are those 
known by all Egyptians whether they are officials or not. Only those who 
play with fire are burned by it, and being ungrateful for a blessing is one 
of the most important reasons for the disappearance of that blessing. 





* Translator's note: Wikalah al-Balah (pronounced Wikalat al-Balah) is 
a commercial center in the quarter of Bulaq, a prime location in Cairo 
on the banks of the Nile opposite Zamalek, one of Cairu's prime resi- 
dential areas. It is an area where second hand spare parts for engines 
and machinery, reconditioned and re-cycled goods for industry and sal- 
vaged construction materials are traded. 
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IRAN 


VIOLENCE SEEN BECOMING ONLY POLITICAL PROCESS 
Paris LE MATIN in French 1 Sep 81 pp 8-9 
[Article by Marie-Claude Decamps: "Survival of the Regime in Question") 


[Text] There is a risk of violence becoming the only means to 
"free up" a system paralyzed by the political void it has itself 
created. If, in accordance with yesterday's assessment by the 
Presidential Provisional Council, it is true that "the ship oi 
revolution is rushing along at full speed, even on turbulent 
seas, for its leader, the Imam Khomeyni, is the Noah of our 
times," it seems nevertheless that the old man is having sore 
trouble keeping his grip on the helm in the counterrevolutionary 
upheaval he is going through. 


More than an upheaval, actually; a veritable civil war in disguise which for 2 months 
has continued to derive its impetus from the fast deterioration of Iranian political 
life. To the point that yesterday, while Tehran in mourning was in the process of 
burying its president and prime minister, in spite of the reassuring official 
terminology many wondered if even the survival--let alone the supremacy--of the 
Islamic government was still possible. 


After the attack of 28 June, which resulted in tne death of 74 Islamic leaders, the 
Iranian authorities waited 17 hours before announcing the news of this new attack 
which had decapitated their government. 


How indeed were they to explain without embarrassment--if not confusion--to the 
population that once again the "counterrevolution" and struck the government to 

its very heart? For if one bears in mind that the premises of the prime minister 
have been very strictly guarded since the explosion at the end of July of a booby- 
trapped car barely 200 meters away, it is undeniable that the terrorists had accom- 
plices, first of all to get through the roadblock set up by the pasdarans and the 
members of the revolutionary committees, who banned traffic within a radius of 300 
meters; then to find out exactly where President Raja'i and his prime minister Bahonar 
would be. As a matter of fact, two simultaneous meetings were going on in the 
building, a "security council" meeting in which the two men were actually taking 
part, and an "economic council” meeting. 


Moreover, the critical intelligence report formulated by several leaders against 
the security services yesterday morning at the time of the funeral, reflected in 
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full measure the regime's feeling of malaise provoked by an invisible enemy hidden 
among its own ranks. 


Before he was eliminated himself, Javad Bahonar at the beginning of the month had 
announced the formation "of a war cabinet to fight against the most serious threat 
to be leveled at the Islamic Republic since its creation." 


What came of it? A few hasty measures, such as the "patching up" of the security 
services decreed by Davud Karimi, the head of the pasdarans, who had organized 
roadblocks and searches on the major routes serving the capital, while his troops, 
who were already fighting beside the regular army on the Iraqi front, found them- 
selves invested with the weighty task of protecting the VIPs of the regime. 


Finally, what is one to say of the appeal in favor of denunciations, encouraged by 
Imam Khomeyni himself, whose only effect was to promote a prefabricated revolutionary 
Egeria on TV screens who claimed to be delighted that her son, a young adherent of 
the opposing faction, was to be executed. But it is true that denunciation is be- 
coming a regular feature even in the Islamic committees, members of which are more 
and more judged to be unreliable. 


In spite of the fact that the Islamic authorities reinforced police dispositions in 
Karaj, near Tehran, as well as in eight other key sectors of the city, attacks 
continued. 


Thus, at the end of June, the imam of Tehran's Friday, the Hojatoleslam Kamanei, was 
wounded by the explosion of a boobytrapped tape recorder, while 2 days later, the 
director of the Evin prison, Muhammad Kachui, was killed by bullets. In July, 
shortly after the election of Raja'i on the 24th, attacks increased, causing the 
death of some 50 supporters of the regime for the month of August alone. 


Corresponding to this progression in the bloody arithmetic of attacks has been a 
new progression, namely in executions. On the average, 10 opponents are killed 
each day with "peaks" like last week, when 500 people were arrested, in Azerbaijan 
particularly, and 73 were executed in 2 days, which brings the total number of 
opponents shot for these last 2 months to nearly 800. 


To think that Iranian political life is becoming no more than this incessant cycle 
of attacks and repression which is being enacted by 30,000 pasdarans and 10,900 to 
15,000 Mojahedin, those Islamic progressives who, after having populated the prisons 
of the Shah, now feed the firing squads of the Islamic Republic. 


In fact, the political process had ceased to exist in Iran for a long time now; Ali 
Raja'i was only the spearhead ot the RPI [Islamic Republic Party] to get rid of 
President Bani-Sadr. But was the departure into exile of this fallen president, 
who did not succeed in bringing about an army uprising, still significant? As a 
matter of fact, if Bani-Sadr formerly mustered numercus supporters, he never had 

a real party behind him. 


Having gone to sleep after that second revolution, the takeover of the American 
embassy, the heirs of the Mossadegh National Front have today become a clandestine 
group. The same is true of the majority of lay liberals, harried by the regime. 
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The only support (unnaturally) of the religious fundamentalists’ government is the 
Tudeh, the Iranian Communist party, which lives in a dangerous liaison with the 
government, officially with the hope of seeing the revolution reach the goal which 
it [the Tudeh] itself determined upon: to triumph over the vestiges of imperialism 
in Iran. But if it is a fact that the Tudeh, which nevertheless remains a semi- 
clandestine group before the attacks of which it is the object within the govern- 
ment itself, provides the Tehran government with a certain ideology, it possesses 
no tangible force to place at its service. 


What is more, for having listened in large measure to the Tudeh, the Tehran govern- 
ment, already under attack on its left flank by the Mojahedin of the people, is now 
being attacked on its right by the bazaris and the officials of a middle class 
which is unhappy with the gradual nibbling away of the private sector (70 percent 
of business has been nationalized) and the setting aside of the traditional bureau- 
cracy. Not to speak of the "inconveniences" of a war economy that drags on and on, 


It is a discontent which manifests itself within the religious hierarchy itself, 

also far from being homogeneous even if it remains--still-relatively silent. The 
clerics have always been supported, including during the revolution, by the Bazar, 

If the latter is totally going over to the opposition, does not this indicate that, 
after having isolated itself, the Islamic Republic is undermining its own foundations? 


Already, right in the Qom theological school, did not the Ayatollah Golpayegani-- 
one of the important /ozma [in italics] ayatollahs (those listened to most )--decry 
"the lack of respect for private property, which nevertheless is sacred for Islam"? 
At the same time Shariat Madari, second in the Shiite hierarchy, for the meantime 
almost under house arrest in the holy city, maintains continuous contact with his 
native Azerbaijan, still outside the rebellion, and from which the majority of 

the leading bazaris originate. 


Lastly, there is the final ferment cf disintegration, the oppressed Iranian Kurdish 
and Baluchi minorities among others, from whom opponents of all stripes, it seems, 
receive the warmest welcome. 


If the Islamic Republic Party, seriously decapitated this time, does not succeed in 
unifying the Islamic Republic movement, even in the direction of still greater 
radicalization, the only possible arbitrator will be the Imam Khomeyni himsllf who 
has remained popular despite everything. But the ultraconservatism and one-upmanship 
discharged by the regime that he himself approved are such that, even if he wanted 
to, it is not certain that the "guide of the revolution" could still lead his 

country firmly in the direction of the "overtures" which ex-president Bani-Sadr 
proposed to him yesterday. 


and what if violence alone should succeed now in "freeing up," by exploding, this 
system, which has gotten jammed in too great a political void? This hypothesis, 
although extreme, is not to be pushed aside, which would explain that, from bunches 
of monarchists to the people's Mojahedin fighters, they all court the army, still 
silent--and powerful?--which the Tehran government with emotion again enjoined 
yesterday "to fulfill its Islamic duty." 


9824 
CSO: 4619/36 





IRAN 


BACKGROUND OF RAJA'I BLAST DISCUSSED 
Paris LE MATIN in French 1 Sep 81 p 8 
[Article by Bernard Poulet: "A Coup by Professionals"] 


[Text] Those responsible for the attack--military men, police- 
men, or Mojahedin--no doubt have accomplices in high places. 

The new attempt on the lives of the Iranian leaders confirms 
that, in spite of repression, opposition to the Islamic 

Republic is becoming more and more daring. Nevertheless, nothing 
shows that the Khomeyni regime is on the verge of collapse. 


To succeed in placing a bomb in the head of government's office, probably very 

close to him because it was he, the president of the republic, and some of their 
associates who were killed, and not all the others who attended the meeting, one 
must no doubt be strong. Very strong even, when such an attack is perpetrated 2 
months after that other which at a single blow decapitated the general staff of 

the Islamic revolution, leaving 74 dead and provoking in retaliation frantic 
repression and a spectacular reinforcement of security measures around the surviving 
leaders. 


Those responsible for these daring attacks are undoubtedly experienced men, pro- 
fessionals. Furthermore one may imagine that military men had a hand in organizing 
these attacks. The hijacking of the vedette boat Tabarzin off Cadix had shown that 
they lacked neither audacity nor savoir faire. But even more than that of 28 June, 
Sunday's attack required having accomplices at the highest level so that it might 
be discovered where, when and with whom the meeting of the Iranian leaders would 

be held. 


If the former officers of the Shah have something to do with the assassination of 
the Iranian head of state and prime minister, then it must be admitted that they 
have already insinuated their men into the holy of holies of the Islamic Republic. 
Apparently absurd, this hypothesis is not totally unlikely if one remembers that, 
in contrast with the army, the Shah's repression apparatus was not completely 
dismantled after the fall of the monarchy. Often the same men are found in the 
Savama, the regime's new secret police, which without faltering, took up the torch 
from the sinister Savak of the monarchy. The name of the organization has hardly 
changed and, finally, the enemies have remained roughly the same: Islamic Marxists, 
and leftists of every kind. Nothing therefore forbids the thought that having 
accomplices in these circles could facilitate organizing an attack. 
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But in fact, the monarchist opposition, divided despite recent efforts towards 
reunification, including with former Prime Minister Shapur Bakhtiar, is chiefly 
spoken of overseas and commands little popular support inside the country. The 

fact that many people are murmuring privately that they regret the era of the 

Shah in no way makes them active militants for the restoration of the monarchy. And 
even if there are undoubtedly royalists left in the army, the latter has been so 
deeply purged and demoralized that there is little probability of its being ready, 
at short notice, to become involved once again in a dangerous game. 


Well then, if it is not the monarchists, is it the Mojahedin? In spite of the 
fierce repression that has hounded them for several weeks, actually they remain in 
the best position to strike the Islamic Republic to the heart. For they are one 

of its branches. Under the Shah they operated clandestinely and carried on gureilla 
warfare with the blessing of one of the most important religious leaders. the 
Ayatollah Taleghani. 


Not only are they often professionals in clandestine operations (they hid the former 
president Bani-Sadr and arranged his escape), and in armed struggle (it was they 

who organized the armed insurrection against Bakhtiar), but they have long-standing 
friendships at all levels of the Iranian regime. Was it not said only a short time 

ago of Ahmad Khomeyni, the grandson of the imam, that he was one of their sympathizers? 
A section of the clergy may still sympathize with their objectives and above all, 

they had a real following among young people which cannot have disappeared in a few 
months; at the time of the presidential elections in January 1980, even his 

Opponents admitted that Massud Rajavi would have won several million votes if he 

had authorized to stand as a candidate for the Mojahedin. 


Indisputably, they represent the chief force of mass opposition to the Khomeyni 
regime, and when the revolution broke out they had even succeeded in establishing 
deep ties with the young officers of the army. 


Nevertheless, they have not succeeded either in bringing about the downfall of the 
mullahs' dictatorship, especially as they have long displayed an ambivalent attitude 
towards Khomeyni whom, until recently, they refused to fight directly. If Rajavi's 
escape with Bani-Sadr proves their ability to organize coups de main, it also 

shows up their weaknesses because in this way they admitted that they could no 
longer guarantee their protection. 


Despite the decimation of its officials, it certainly seems that the Islamic 

Republic will not be destroyed so easily. The presence of a million people yesterday 
at the funeral of Raja'i and Bahonar proved that it is not totally isolated. The 
most serious crisis that threatens it is undoubtedly the breakup of the only stratum 
that really gives leadership in the country: the clergy. But it is hard to see yet 
how that could come about before the disappearance of Khomeyni. 


9824 
CSO: 4619/36 


32 








IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO COMMENTS ON KHOMEYNI'S "WAR WEEK’ 
NC242152 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 24 Sep 81 
[Station Talk] 


[Text] The face of the contrived republic has been revealed even more sinister 
than it is during the “war week" declared by Khomeyni's Islamic Republic and with 
the commencement of the new academic year. 


A year has passed since the war was imposed by the Islamic Republic on the Iranian 
nation. It has been a year now, and every day the clerical regime reports on extra- 
ordinary progress and continuous victories achieved on the war fronts. But it is 
surprising that Khuzestan is still burning and each day a new group is added to the 
millions of war refugees. It is odd that despite all these successes Mahdavi-Kani 
wants to fight until the last breath on the one hand and asks for the help of 
Islamic countries on the other. 


The truth is that a year after the war was imposed by Khomeyni on our country, the 
length of the front has increased from 500 to 700 kms. During this year more than 
50,000 Iranians have been killed; millions of sick and distressed war refugees are 
wandering and billions of dollars in losses is what the war mongering of the Mullahs 
has brought to the Iranian nation. But the Imam of Jamaran and his wretched 
associates are happy with all this calamity that has befallen on Iran because they 
have something to attribute all of Iran's ills to, and they think that they have 
trapped the army and kepc it far from the political scene. 


How is it that every day Khomeyni bellows that "we are fighting with Kaffirs" and 
then his own prime minister, Mahdavi-Kani, says that "there is a war between two 
Muslim countries and Islamic countries should mediate"? Which of the two is correct? 
How is it possible for a regime to want peace, according to its prime minister, and 
to also declare a “war week"? 


The truth is that Khomeyni has declared a week of war against the Iranian nation. 
Every day tens of Iran's children are executed on charges of opposing the contrived 
republic and for protesting against repression and tortures. From the outlook of 
the old bloodsucker of Jamaran, the "war week means the week to crush the nation's 
rebellion. By making an even larger number of rebels to taste death the regime 
thinks it will be nipping the rebellion in the bud. It chains children and executes 
adolescents. It riddles the bodies of students with bullets and executed the 

people it has arrested by nightfall. 
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In the week of war against the Iranian nation the executioners of the Islamic 
Republic have orders to murder demonstrators without trials and to kill the wounded 
on the spot. In this week Ruhollah Khomeyni wants to terrify in order to stay. He 
kills in order to save his own self from death. He sets up gallows in the streets 
in order to lock breaths in the chests. All of this is a clear sign of the daily 
weakening and the terror of the regime. 


Today all the world, both those who had a hand in the setting up of this inauspicious 
and contrived republic in our homeland and those who have indifferently sealed their 

lips, agree on one thing: that death is knocking strongly on the Islamic Republic's 

door, that the regime is alarmed and is threatening death itself. 


The regime's savage and bloody laws in justifying its lust for power and the wave 
of the calamities it creates and the killings it carries out cannot be found in any 
celestial book. Fear of downfall has made the Islamic dictatorship place group 
killings and murders on the top of the list of its government's programs. 


In the week of war against the Iranian nation Khomeyni wants to start a bloodbath, 
but he is unaware that he and his bloodthirsty executioners will be drowned in the 
bloodbath that they will create. Khomeyni does not know that when an entire nation 
rises wrathfully and determined to break the chains of slavery and bondage no 
Satanic power can confront it. 


Compatriots: this half-dead but revengeful executioner will commit even more 
frightful crimes in order to postpone its downfall. If it stays a little longer it 
will kill more and distress more even further. Its immediate death should be 
wanted today. The head of this wounded snake should be immediately beaten against 
the rock. This regime cannot last. Death has nested in its foundation. 


Coordinate your strikes and blows. Before the fall of our homeland into the pre- 
cipice we should free ourselves from the carcass of this monster. 
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IRAN 


AYATOLLAH MADANI WAS HATED IN TABRIZ 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE ia English 18 Sep 81 pp 6-7 


[Text] Ayatollah Assadollah Madani, the Friday prayer leader of Tabriz who was 
assassinated last Thursday, was one of the most hated men in the Khomeyni regime. 
He was held responsible for the murder of over 100 army officers and soldiers, 

as well as for hundreds of civilians in Tabriz, during the past two years. 


He was born in a village near Hamadan in northwest Iran, where people speak a 
dialect close to the Azari language of Azarbaijan. In the 1950's he was among 
the theological students who joined Khomeyni in the Iranian branch of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, known as Fedayeen-e-Islam. Hanging judge Khalkhali was also among 
them. Madani travelled widely in the Arab world and at one time was banished to 
a small town in Khorassan by SAVAK. 


During the revolution he was active in Hamadan and later he was sent by Khomeyni 
to organise hezbollahi gangs in Bijan and Sanandaj in Kurdestan. In September 
1979 he was sent to the Constituent Assembly from Hamadan. 


In November that year Khomeyni's gunmen murdered the then Friday prayer leader 

of Tabriz, Mohamad Ghazi Tabatabai, who was freely chosen by the people and was 
close to the Muslim People's Party. Then Khomeyni appointed Madani as his per- 
sonal representat‘ve and Friday prayer leader in Tabriz. Many Tabrizis believed 
that the plot to kill Tabatabai was hatched to replace him by Madani, Khomeyni 's 
trusted man. Madani's arrival in Tabriz was met by anti-Khomeyni demonstrations, 
when people tore down pictures of Khomeyni and sacked the offices of the Revo- 
lutionary Corps, which were then manned by Palestinians. The uprising then 
spread and people occupied the T.V. offices. 


The uprising was crushed ruthlessly and with a great deal of deception. First, 
(ex-president) Bani-Sadr arrived in Tabriz with the promise to amend article 105 
of the constitution, which gives Khomeyni unlimited powers. He then asked the 
public to evacuate the T.V. offices and the airport. The people did so, but 
they held on to the headquarters of the Revolutionary Corps. Then, with the 
airport in their hands the Khomeyni side brought in large numbers of armed men 
from Tehran, including some Palestinians, and in a sudden raid, captured the 
headquarters of the Revolutionary Corps and arrested some 700 members of the MPP, 
along with many air force and army officers. Madani was in charge of the opera- 
tion, while Mussavi-Tabrizi, who has just succeeded assassinated Ali Qodussi as 
chief revolutionary prosecutor, acted as the judge at a series of mock trials 
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which resulted in the killing of several hundred Tabrizis. The people of Tabriz 
subsequently nicknamed Madani Liakhov after a Russian general of the Soviet occu- 
pation force in the area early in the century. Madani and Mussavi-Tabrizi were 
also referred to es commanders of the "Arab occupation army." 


The two men's presence in Tabriz was so vital that on two occasions Khomeyni 
vetoed the appointment of Madani and Mussavi~Tabrizi to positions in Tehran. 
Now as fate would have it, Massavi-Tabrizi is in Tehran to fill the vacancy 
created by Qodussi's killing, while Madani himself has been murdered. Ironic- 
ally, Ayatollah Meshkini, who succeeds Madani in Tabriz, was himself regarded 
as persona nongrata in Qom, where senior theologians had earlier demanded his 
defrocking and demotion. 


It is rumoured that the man who killed Ayatollah Madani was an employee of the 
Tabriz-based Mercedes Benz engine manufacturing plant, whose suicide mission was 
to avenge the execution earlier this month of plant manager Tahex Shokrai. 


Shokrai was in West Geimany on a short visit early in the summer. Later on his 
return to Tabriz he was picked up by the revolutionary guards and taken to their 
headquarters. Nothing was heard from him for some time; then two weeks ago his 
name was mentioned along with the names of other people who were executed by 
firing squad. The people of Tabriz were shocked when they heard the news, and 
Sokharai's friends vowed to avenge his murder, reports say. People said that 
Muscavi Tabrizi and Madani would pay for this murder. Madani was subsequently 
killed, but Musjavi-Tabrizi escaped. 


The authorities have arrested Shokrai's German-born wife, but the fate of his 
two daughters in Iran is not known. Another daughter and a son are studying in 
the United States. 


Since the killing of Madani the authorities have also arrested and killed 


Mohammad Moghadam Qazi, a prominent physician, on charges of complicity with 
Shokrai. But the charges against Shokrai have not yet been specified. 
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IRAN 


NO WAY OF FREEING NATION EXCEPT BY MILITARY MEANS, SAYS RALI SPOKESMAN 
London IRAN PRESS in English 18 Sep 81 pp 5-6 


[Text] The newly founded Paris-based political group, the Revolutionary Army 
for the Liberation of Iran [RALI], in a first public statement has told IPS' 
diplomatic correspondent that it believes there is no way of freeing Iran from 
the Khomeyni regime except by military means. 


A spokesman, who refused to identify himself because, he said, the organisation 
was remaining totally secret, said that Khomeyni had at least two million to de- 
fend the regime. It had no less than 100,000 well-armed and well-trained 
fighting men. 


The divisions between the opposition were one of the main reasons why Khomeyni 
continued in power, he said, calling on all the exile groups to unite to save 
Iran before it was too late. The task was a big one, for Khomeyni's revolution 
had at least 1,000 years root in Iranian society (the arrival of Shi'ism). 


Every one of the revolutionary guards was being paid 70,000 rials (about $900) 

a month, while professional people like university professors received much less. 
The guards also had the freedom to loot, to buy and sell cars and houses, and 
other privileges, and were ready to die for the Imam. 


The spokesman accused the opposition of "sacrificing force to content” when what 
was necessary was a union of all revolutionary and progressive forces opposed to 
Khomeyni. A united opposition would give more courage to opponents of the regime 
inside Iran. These opposition organisations had to be transformed and transferred 
to Iran to take up the struggle. 


The motto of RALI, he said, was maximum secrecy inside Iran, maximum publicity 
outside for what was happening in the country under the present regime. 


The spokesman strongly condemned former president Bani-Sadr and Mojahedin-e- 
Khalq leader Massoud Rajavi for leaving Iran on board a military aircraft, thus 
setting off a purge of air force officers and pilots and practically grounding 
the air force's planes when they were needed for sorties into Iraq. RALI be- 
lieved effective armed forces were a prime necessity; therefore, the forces 
should remain as much as possible untouched and nationalistic. 
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The RALL official said his organisation had evidence of a Tudeh, Soviet and 
Palestinian spy ring working for Khomeyni. That was why the regime had been 
able to move so quickly against the Mojahedin and the Fedayeen-e-Khalq. Every 
time one hiding place of these groups (team houses, as the regime referred to 
them) was attacked, three houses, one either side, were also searched and 
looted by the revolutionary guards. This made it very difficult for people to 
provide shelter for the groups and also to avoid denouncing them to Khomeyni's 
men. 


As far as a future regime in Iran was concerned constitutional monarchy would 
have to be considered, for the monarchy had a 3,000-year-old tradition in Iran. 
The other choice would be a western-style republic. The very fact that Bani-Sadr 
had said that a return to monarchy had become a dream for Iranians showed just 
how much the people had been affected by the sufferings imposed by the present 
regime. 


His organisation favoured a provisional government made up of the different oppo- 
sition groups, with no single group having the ascendancy, for a period of five 


years after the Khomeyni regime quit. Everyone must work for reconstruction of 
the country and the establishment of a stable government. 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI UNCERTAIN IN FACE OF CRITICISM BY CLERGY 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 18 Sep 81 p 3 


[Text] Ayatollah Khomeyni has blown hot and cold in his reply to a five-point 
demand by the senior clergy who demanded the removal of the word "Islamic" from 
the Majlis and revolutionary courts, defrocking of some of pro-government mul- 
lahs and generally dissociating religion from extremely harsh measures which the 
government has adopted. (See IPS No 37) 


Khomeyni's instinctive reaction came last week when during a speech he said: 
"Today everybody has become an expert on Islam. Even Carter (former U.S. pres- 
ident) and Sadat (Egyptian president) claim to be well-versed in Islamic juris- 
prudence. Tomorrow Begin (Israeli premier) may also claim that he too knows 
Islam better than we do." 


Such a broadside at the three leaders was clearly meant to ridicule those ayatol- 
lahs who had asked Khomeyni to signal his acceptance of their five demands, 
especially on the Majlis. They indeed served notice that if Khomeyni cannot re- 
move the prefix "Islamic" from the Majlis, he should move to dissolve it. 


Khomeyni's reply on this point came in a statement the following day, when he 
told the leadership of the Islamic Republic Party to guard the Majlis diligently. 


"The Majlis is a prime target for destruction by our enemies," he said. "They 
want to destroy the Majlis because it is a bastion of Islamic purity and strength." 


Khomeyni was in fact talking about the need to tighten security measures to 
safeguard the Majlis building and its members. But to those well acquainted 
with polemics employed by the Shia clergy, especially Khomeyni, the real impli- 
cation was obvious. Ayatollahs Zanjani, Shirazi, Qomi and several others had 
clearly said that the present Majlis does not qualify to cerry the "Islamic" 
label. 


In this way Khomeyni was brandishing this stick against contestants to his claim 
to theological seniority. But at the same time he sent the new prime minister, 
Mahdavi-Kani, to seek an audience with Ayatollah Qomi, who was among those put- 
ting forward the five demands. It was significant that Mahdavi-Kani was going 
to see Qomi and not Khomeyni's favourite and heir-apparent Ayatollah Montazeri. 


Then in a commentary the Tehran Radio said that the door to give guidance to 
the laiety was open to all the Ulema and that the Majlis was simply providing 
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guidance on day-to-day affairs. It also said that Majlis members would lose 
no opportunity to benefit from the guidance given by the senior theologians. 
Y 


Sources in Tehran believe that Khomeyni feels very insecure in his position as 
both the religious and political leader of the country. As a religious leader 
he is junior to four theologians: Shariat-Madari, Najafi and Golpayegani in Qom 
and Ayatollah Khoyi in Iraq. But theologians like Shirazi, Qomi and Zanjani 
also claim to be equal, if not senior, to Khomeyni. The Shia clerical set-up 
is not based on a rigid hierarchical structure and any theologian who reaches 
"ijtihad' can declare that he sticks to his own inference of jurisprudence. 

To avoid such individual independence, Khomeyni has taken advantage of his 
political power to place very junior mullahs, who would obey his theological 
doctrine, to positions of high importance. This policy has antagonized other 
leading clery. It must be stressed that the title of ayatollah is not offi- 
cially conferred; rather, pupils of a mullah call him ayatollah and he becomes 
one. After the revolution many small-time preachers suddenly assumed the title, 
without every reaching the level of 'mojtahed.' 
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IRAN 


REGIME HOLDS CRITICAL CLERICS IN JAIL 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 18 Sep 81 pp 3-4 


[Text] A prominent former Iranian journalist who has escaped to Europe after 
being held in prison in Iran says that he learned while held that at least 60 
ayatollahs and other senior clergymen who are followers of critics of Khomeyni, 
Ayatollahs Shariat-Madari and Qomi, are being held in jail. 


In an exclusive interview with IPS Paris diplomatic correspondent Siavusn 
Bassari, who worked for the influential ETTELAAT newspaper under the last 
regime, named Ayatollah Alameh Vahid-Mazandarani, Ayatollah Rahmati from Ker- 
man, Ayatollah Haj Ghavam Khatib, Ayatollah Moulai, Hojatoleslam Raissi-Gorgani 
and an 80-year-old former childhood companion of Khomeyni himself in Hossain- 
gholi Homayuni as among the held clergymen. 


Bassiri also warned that anyone moving against Khomeyni must bear in mind that 
hanging judge Khalkhali, who is closely associated with the Fedayeen-e-Eslam 
(Muslim Brotherhood) in Iran, had overseen the training of an elite corps of 
5,000 students from the theological schools in Qom to serve as a fanatical body- 
guard for the country's leader and fight for the regime to the last drop of 
their blood. 


The journalist said they had been trained in batches of 200 at the home of 
executed general Nader Jahanbani outside Tehran by Lt. Col. Hamid Taati, him- 
self a former rangers' commander in the Imperial Army. They have been trained 
in such a way as to become utterly ruthless and ready to sacrifice their lives 
for Islam against any odds. 


Bassiri said that when he himself was questioned Khalkhali's men demanded to 
know where he kept any arms he might have. The reason for this, he later 
realised, was that former president Bani-Sadr had forbidden the supply of arms 
to Khalkhali for his own purposes, and this was how the fanatical mullah was 
gathering his own armoury. 


Bassiri told a chilling story of how prisoners were treated in the jails, es- 
pecially during the period when Khalkhali was in charge of handling so-called 
drug offenders. He said 'so-called' because it was general knowledge inside 
Iran that many of these people were in fact political offenders in the eyes of 
the regime. Bassiri said Bani-Sadr was aware thet this was going to happen 
when he appointed Khalkhali to take over the drug squad, but obviously appre- 
ciated its advantages for getting rid of opponents. 
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Bassiri himself was three times put before a wall and submitted to a mock execu- 
tion, he said. On one occasion he was the only survivor »f seven who were taken 
out for execution. One trick used by some revolutionary guards was to carry out 
mock executions after allowing prisoners to make out their wills. Then they 
would take the prisoners back to their cells before accompanying them to the 
bank where the prisoner was forced to admit he had the money mentioned in his 
will. The guards would then take the money and the prisoner would be executed 
shortly afterwards. 


During one period when 300 people were executed the names of only 180 could be 
counted in the newspapers, the journalist continued. The other names were later 
recorded from time to time as having died by natural causes. When he was arrested 
he was beaten repeatedly over a period of 17 hours before he finally lost con- 
sciousness. Besides physical violence he was subjected to constant mental tor- 
ture. Most of the guards were youths of 15 and 16 years of age and they carried 
out executions with machine. guns on most occasion, rather than with single wea- 
pons. Afterwards they would swarm over the bodies firing "coup de grace" shots 
into the heads of the victims, frequently missing and the bullets striking the 
bodies in other places. 


Most of the men political prisoners, Bassiri said, had their hair shaved in the 
form of a cross over the middle of the head, with half a moustache cropped, and 
in the case of women, one eyebrow shaved, too. Beatings were delivered with 
cables in the case of men and water hosing for women. 


On one occasion, he found out, when three busloads of alleged drug addicts were 
brought to the prison, Khalkhali sentenced all the passengers to jail terms with- 


out even seeing them. He gave two years to those in the first bus, three years 
to those in the second and five to those in the third. 
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IRAN 


WARNING ON OVERESTIMATING MOJAHEDIN'S POWER 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 18 Sep 81 p 5 


[Text] While the Western media was busy building up Masoud Rajavi and his 
Mojahedin-e-Khalq organisation over the past couple of weeks Iranian exile 
groups, the exile press and other individuals in closer touch with Iranians 
at home were issuing warnings about exaggerating the importance and strength 
of the Mojahedin movement. 


Typical point of view was that expressed in a letter by a Mr Shifteh to the 
independent Paris based weekly IRAN-VA-JABAN. He observed that in his many 
interviews with the foreign press Rajavi had not given up his old habit "of 
talking to youngsters of limited knowledge." 


"Rajavi says he will not collaborate with those who worked with the Shah or 
Khomeyni," he wrote..."forgetting that Bani-Sadr (who has appointed Rajavi as 
his 'prime minister’) was Khomeyni's closest aide and adviser, the first pres- 
ident of the Islamic Republic and thus responsible for the mass killings of 
thousands of Iranians." 


Rajavi had also stated that he did not want to cooperate with those unsuccess- 
ful in the past, but his man, Bani-Sadr, could hardly be described as a success. 
Was his success to help Khomeyni imprison and subsequently slaughter hundreds 
of his own people? The writer also had doubts about Rajavi's plan for Islamic 
democracy when there wasn't room for both Islam and democracy. "We are afraid 
Mr Rajavi's democracy will be that found in East Europe, Libya and South Yemen 
people's democracies." 


IRAN LIBRE, the organ of the Iran-e-Azad (Free Iran) monarchist movement, said 
that like Khomeyni the Mojahedin wanted its own martyrs, so as to be highly 
regarded by Iranian public opinion. It described this as "an infamous, senti- 
mental blackmail" which had so far wasted the lives of hundreds of young Iran- 
ians in the hands of killers. 


The newsletter said the middle class and the bourgeoisie now seemed to be be- 
coming dupes of the Mojahedin. It warned them they would become the next prey 
of the Mojahedin. 


IRAN LIBRE rejected Mojahedin claims that it did not hold Marxist ideas, and 


said it had "irrefutable" documents proving that Moscow contributed to the 
Mojahedin, contrary to what Rajavi said. 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO ASSESSES MOJAHEDIN ANTIREGIME ROLE 


NC271215 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 24 Sep 81 
[Fifth Talk in Series Discussing Antiregime Groups] 


[Text] The Mojahedin-e Khalq organization, which was among Ruhollah Khomeyni's 
close associates and friends at the start, commenced its actual anti-Khomeyni 
struggle when the clergy wanted to depose Bani-Sadr. The Mojahedin hoped that if 
they took to the streets together with their allies in the name of supporting 
Bani-Sadr, the people too would join them and Khomeyni's regime would fall or, at 
least, it would be forced to retreat in the face of the Mojahedin and Bani-Sadr 
and to grant them some concessions. But the incidents on Monday 15 June proved 
the inaccuracy of this assessment by the Mojahedin leadership. On that day the 
Mojahedin tried to implement their plan, but Khomeyni's clique, knowing of their 
plan, acted first by sending its mercenaries to the streets, and, thus, it neu- 
tralized the Mojahedin and their allies. 


The Mojahedin faced another defeat after this one and their second defeat came 
when Bani-Sadr was dismissed from all his positions and was not granted support by 
the army. Following these two defeats the Mojahedin resorted to harsh and armed 
reactions. However, the scattered attacks which took place and are taking place 
against the regime's associates do not come only from the Mojahedine-e Khalq. 
Nationalist and freedom seeking groups have also carried out successful armed acts 
against Khomeyni's regime during the past 3 months. Officials of Khomeyni's 

regime are condemning all their opponents and all those executed in the past 3 
months of being members of the Mojahedin-e Khalq or Peykar organizations, intending 
in this way to show to the people that the Islamic Republic has no other opponent 
other than the Mojahedin. The West's propaganda network and especially the BBC 
repeat this same claim with the intention of inflating the Mojahedin-e Khalq organ- 
ization. But the truth is that not all of the bombings, assassinations and attacks 
have been carried out by the Mojahedin and not all the people executed were only 
Mojaheds and Peykar organization members. To prove this point we will refer to 
remarks made by Mr Mas'ud Rajavi, member of the Mojahedin-e Khalq Central Committee, 
in his interview with the French newspaper LIBERATION 1 and 1/2 months ago when he 
said that among the 800 people executed, 300 were members of the Mojahedin-e Khalq 
organization. No one asked or said who the remaining 500 were. The number of 
martyrs given by nationalists and freedom seekers was almost double the number of 
martyrs given by the Mojahedin and their associates and the armed acts by the 
nationalists against Khomeyni's regime were more than those by the Mojahedin in 

the same proportion. 
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Disregarding the armed struggle against Khomeyni's regime, there are major differen- 
ces in the combat tactics used by the Mojahedin and the nationalists. The Mojahedin 
and their allies had calculated that the regime will weaken as a result of the armed 
acts against it. This, of course, is correct. They then intended to take to the 
Streets and thought that the people would rebel in support for them and, as the 
result, the regime would be overthrown as was the former regime. But we saw that the 
leadership of the Mojahedin-e Khalq was mistaken since it counted on Khomeyni's 
clique displaying the same reaction to street demonstrations as the Shah's regime 
did, while what we saw was that the Hezbollahi criminals opened extremely merciless 
machinegun fire on the demonstrators and crushed the demonstrations by killing 
dozens of people. We heard the last decree issued by Khomeyni and his associates 
saying "kill the wounded in the street and execute the arrested on the same day." 


The Mojahedin leadership had also thought that by starting strikes in industrial 
units and by spreading these strikes to the government offices it could crush 
Khomeyni's regime. However, a study and assessment of the support enjoyed by the 
Mojahedin shows us that the influence this organization has in industrial units 
and government offices and especially among the oil industry workers cannot be 
compared in any way with the influence, presence and superiority in number of 
national and freedom seeking forces and that any strike that takes place in indus- 
trial units and government offices will be actually put to the credit of national 
forces. 


Another big mistake committed by the Mojahedin and its associates was that the 
thought that by using methods that led to the downfall of the Shah's regime they 
would be able to overthrow Khomeyni's regime. However, they did not pay sufficient 
attention to the differences between these two regimes. In confronting opposition 
Khomeyni uses utmost brutality while Mohammad Reza Sha Pahlavi retreated step by 
step. 


In our next talk we will discuss the struggle tactics used by the nationalists 
and freedom fighters against Khomeyni's regime. 
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IRAN 


AMBASSDOR MEETS WITH SYRIA'S AL-ASAD 


LD241136 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 24 Sep 81 


[Text] During a ceremony the ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran presented 
his credential to the Syrian president. According to the central news unit, Syrian 
President Hafiz al-Asad said in a speech during the ceremonies: The Islamic revolu- 
tion in Iran showed the true nature of Islam to the world. The Islamic revolution 
freed Iran from being the prime base of U.S. colonialism, through which the United 
States controlled an important part of the region. 


Addressing the ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hafiz al-Asad said, we 
admire Iran; in this connection you have suffered important losses and casualties 
and what you are confronted with stems from colonialism, for colonialism cannot 
tolerate you. In spite of all that, you resisted. 


During the ceremonies, while presenting his credentials to the president of the 

brother country Syria, the ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran said: Our 
martyr-nurturing nation, under the leadership of Imam Khomeyni, is alongside the 
brave Syrian nation and other Muslim brothers, in the battle trench in order to 

overthrow the occupying upsurping regime of Zionism and establish the government 
of Palestine in the occupied Islamic land of Palestine. 


He added: At the top of the priority list of the activities of the Islamic Re- 
public, is the relentless fight to erase and destroy the world-devouring colonial- 
ists, headed by the criminal United States; that is why the necessity is felt to 
form the Islamic, anti-Zionist and anti-imperialist front, comprised of Islamic 
countries. 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO ON HEZBOLLAHIS' CLASHES IN MEDINA 


NC241921 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 24 Sep 81 


[Text] Thirty Hezbollahis sent from Tehran have been arrested by the Saudi Arabian 
police. This group first clashed with pilgrims in the An-Nabi Mosque in Medina and 
then clashed with the Saudi Arabian police that had arrived on the scene. The 
Hezbollahi group consisted of agents of Khomeyni's regime who had gone to Saudi 
Arabia as pilgrims and had started demonstrations against the Saudi Government and 
nation during a religious ceremony. After clashing with the people and pilgrims, 
the 30 Hezbollahis were armed with weapons and attempted to shoot at the police. 
But the police, with the cooperation of the people, succeeded in arresting them. 


Reports received indicate that had the Saudi police not intervened immediately the 
30 Hezbollahis sent from Tehran would have been killed by the pilgrims in An-Nabi 
Mosque. At present, 18 of the 30 are in prison, while the remaining 12 whose in- 
juries were serious are being treated in the hospital. 


It is said that in their demonstrations the Tehran regime's terrorists called the 
officials of Saudi Arabia kaffirs, read Khomeyni's message to the people in which 
he, in the name of the deputy of the Imam of the ages, had claimed that the Saudi 
Government should be overthrown and an Islamic Republic be established there. 


Meanwhile, in a report broadcast by the Tehran State Radio confirming the clashes 
by the Hezbollahis in the An-Nabi Mosque in Medina, the text of the protest letter 
by the "guidance ministry" of the regime to the minister of pilgrimage affairs and 
AWOAF of Saudi Arabia was read. In this strong protest Mo'adikhah, Khomeyni's 
"ouidance" minister, while condemning the Saudi Government for negligence in 
carrying out its duties has tacitly warned that it will resort to retaliatory acts. 
The Tehran State Radio did not say why the pilgrims to God's house, the Saudi 
people and the Saudi police clashed with the Hezbollahis sent by Khomeyni to Saudi 
Arabia. The Qom Theological School is expected to confess tomorrow morning to 

the arrest, imprisonment and the wounding of the regime's Hezbollahi mercenaries in 
Saudi arabia. 
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IRAN 


MAJLIS DEBATES DOMESTIC ISSUES 28 SEPTEMBER 


GF280741 

[Editorial Report] Tehran Domestic Service in Persian on 990 KHZ at 0514 GMT on 

28 September begins a live relay of Majlis proceedings. The open session begins 

with the reading of the agenda by Majlis Speaker Hashemi-Rafsanjani followed by a 
recitation from the Koran. The agenda is stated as follows: 

A. Preagenda Speeches. 

B. Discussion on the Road and Transportation Commission Report. 

C. Discussion on Land Allocation. 

D. Discussion on the Economic and Budget Commission Report. 

E. Discussion on the Judicial Affairs Commission Report. 

F. Discussion on the Economic and Budget Commission Report. 

G. Discussion on the Agricultural Commission Report. 

H. Announcement of Names of Latecomers and Absentees. 

[. Announcement on Adjournment of Session and Date of Next Session. 

The station is unheard from 0521 to 0526 GMT when the announcer appologizes that, 
due to a technical fault, contact has been lost with the Majlis. The relay will 


resume as soon as the fault is corrected. 


At 0538 GMT the station is heard carrying live Majlis debate. A deputy is heard 
talking on the values of martyrdom. 


The Astara deputy starts his preagenda speech by praising Khomeyni and the Islamic 
Revolution and condemning “counterrevolutionary elements." He describes the impor- 
tance of agricultural self-sufficiency and urges land reforms. The deputy asks 

the minister of roads and transportation to pay attention to the restoration of 
Astara roads. 
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An unidentified deputy, praising the recent victory of the armed forces, denounces 
counterrevolutionaries and points out shortages in health care in his hometown, which 
is indistinct due to bad reception. 


At 0555 GMT Hashemi-Rafsanjani describes the recent victory of the armed forces 
over the Iraqis in Abadan. The Majlis speaker says that “with the Abadan victory 
all of Saddam's army has been defeated." The rest of the deputies are heard shout- 
ing "God is great." Hashemi-Rafsanjani describes the high moral that the Islamic 
forces enjoyed during this offensive and says that the Islamic forces could have 
done the same thing a few months ago but, due to Bani-Sadr's wrong policies, the 
army could not carry out decisive attacks. He adds: "Bani-Sadr was relying on 
unhealthy elements in the armed forces who were advising him badly. Bani-Sadr's 
plan was to let the Saddamists enter Abadan and Khuninshahr and to defend Dezful. 

I told him several times and even cried when I asked him not to let these two cities 
fall, but he would not listen." 


At 0612 GMT reception becomes very poor to unmonitorable. Hashemi-Rafsanjani is 
praising the armed forces and asking the Iraqi forces to lay down their arms and 
not fight against "Islamic forces." 


The speaker then reads a message signed by deputies extending their congratulation 
to Khomeyni and the armed forces on recent victory in Abadan. 


At 0620 GMT a road and transportation commission report is discussed which deals 
with the Tehran-Karaj highway. Reception once again deteriorates and becomes very 
poor to unmonitorable. 


The station is heard again at 0630 GMT with voting on the road and transportation 
commission report. The Majlis then continues debate on the next agenda item on 
land allocation, the report on economic and budget commission on the Khuzestan 
power and water department, and amendments to its regulations. 


At 0701 GMT the speaker asks the deputies to not leave the Majlis as they are in 
the middle of voting. He asks Khalkhali to return to his seat and proceeds to 
voting on the said amendments. 

The Majlis then debates the economic and budget commission report on collection 
and exemption of loans paid to ministries and government employees, and the agri- 
cultural commission report on expansion of silk production. 

The names of deputies who are absent from the session are called and the session 
adjourns at 0713 GMT. The next Majlis session is scheduled for 0530 GMT on 4 


October. 


No further processing planned. 
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IRAN 


EXECUTIONS, ANTIREGIME STRUGGLES COMMENTED ON BY CLANDESTINE RADIO 


NC291530 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 29 Sep 81 
[Station Talk] 


[Excerpts] Another 110 combatant youths of our homeland were placed in front of 
the firing squads of the regime's mercenaries and were killed on charges of patriot- 
ism and their love for Iran. 


Ruhollah Khomeyni, this bloodsucking Mullah who is now the ruler of Jamaran, 
guarded by foreign soldiers and carrying out the orders of his foreign masters, 

has in a period of less than 3 years drawn our homeland to the edge of destruction 
and has made of the Iranian nation a rebellious and enraged people. It is surpris- 
ing that with the daily increasing wave of opposition, protest and resistance, this 
helpless regime is still speaking of "antiregime minigroups,'’ what minigroup is 
this when each dav the membership increases. What minigroup is this that inspite 
of hundreds of executions daily still continues to act? It should be asked how 
unimportant this minigroup is, when in order to find them the regime sees itself 
compelled to set up spying centers even in kindergartens and elementary schools? 
What minigroup is this that kills groups and groups of the regime's bloodthirsty 
officials? According to Hashemi-Rafsanjani the Mullahs do not fear it. Then how 
odd that this minigroup is so strong and extensive as to have roots in kindergar- 
tens and elementary schools, among adolescents, 9-year-old girls and 13-year-old 
boys. Today it has become very clear to the Islamic Republic's ruffians that this 
opposing minigroup comprises the entire Iranian nation--a nation that is fed up 
with the oppression of the Islamic fascists, a nation that has lost patience with 
repression and tortures imposed on it by the Koran-carriers and has taken to the 
streets. 


Yes, the Iranians have risen and with their insurrection they have (?proved wrong 
the calculations) of Western and Eastern colonialists. The nation's blows to the 
regime have now led the Mullahs to dread their sinister fate. The Iranian nation 
is struggling for freedom, independence and justice and does not fear executions 
and tortures. The nation is crushing the [words indistinct] and will prove to the 
East and the West that they should forget their dreams and wishes. 


[n tomorrow's free Iran there will be no place either for fifth-column Mullahs, or 
for agents and puppets of the West, nor will there be the least ray of hope for 
the Eastern Tudeh Party and the treacherous, servile and Xenophile Tudehs. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


HIGHER NUMBER OF EXECUTIONS--A nightletter, published last Sunday night by the under- 
ground PARS organization in Tehran, called on the people to resist Khomeyni's blood- 
thirsty regime as strongly as possible. It is said that not only will the patriots 
not surrender to the despotic leaders but they also will avenge the blood of the 
innocent patriots with an iron will. In the nightletter of the underground organi- 
zation PARS or the guardians of the monarchical regime [Pasdaran-e Rezhim-e Saltanat] 
it is added: sooner or later those responsible for the deaths of Iran's freedom- 
seekers, including the prosecutors and heads of Khomeyni's courts of injustice, will 
pay for their savage acts. Another person who cooperates with the voice of Iran, 
quoting very reliable sources, has reported that between Thursday and Monday the 
Islamic Revolution courts executed more than 515 opponents but in an effort to pre- 
vent any type of international reaction it was mentioned that only 193 were executed. 
Nevertheless, even the announcement of a falsified number of executions has met with 
international reaction and the press described last Friday and Saturday as the blood- 
iest days of the Mullahs' regime. Reliable worid newspapers believe that the inten- 
sification of the opposition's demonstrations and attacks against the state revolu- 
tion guards in the past 2 weeks should be considered as the beginning of the end of 
the Islamic Republican Regime. [Text] [NC231223 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in 
Persian 1805 GMT 22 Sep 81] 


CLANDESTINE ON AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL'S CABLES--Amnesty International has sent cables 
to the officials of the Islamic regime in Tehran expressing strong aversion to the 
executions of Iran's nationalist youths. Amnesty International has criticized 
Ruhollah Khomeyni and Mahdavi-Kani for not sparing adolescents from executions by 
virtue of their new orders. [Text] [NC231505 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian 
to Iran 1330 GMT 23 Sep 81] 


IRANIAN SILENCE TO AMNESTY PROTEST--Ruhollah Khomeyni and his Prime Minister 
Mahdavi-Kani have (?kept) silent on the (?protest) by Amnesty international on the 
daily increasing killings of youths and opponents of the regime and refrained from 
replying to this protest. In a letter to Ruhollah Khomeyni and Mahdavi-Kani, 
Amnesty International has expressed its deep regrets on the intensification of 
executions in Iran and has strongly condemned remarks by officials of the regime on 
the execution of children and wounded. [Text] [NC241218 (Clandestine) Voice of 
Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 23 Sep 81] 
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MUSLIM STANCE ON EXECUTIONS--Following the statement issued by Shaykh Zad al-Haq, 
"Ali Zad al-Haq--the highest religious personality of Egypt--in which he rejected 
the opinions of the ruling Iranian Ayatollahs on the punishment of people wounded 
in antigovernment demonstrations, religious officials and dignitaries of several 
other Muslim countries have strongly attacked and criticized Ruhollah Khomeyni's 
religious associates and have described Mohammad Gilani's remarks as a blatant dis- 
tortion of the laws of Islam. The statement issued by Egypt's grand Mufti states: 
Islam considers even the executicn of wounded non-Muslim prisoners. Religious 
officials of Muslim countries already previously protested and condemned acts 
committed in Iran under the veil of Islam and stressed that the spirit of Islam is 
completely contrary to the inhumanities committed by the Ayatollahs' regime in Iran. 
[Text] [(NC231341 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 22 Sep 81} 


CLANDESTINE ON BANI-SADR ANTI-KHOMEYNI STATEMENT--Abolhasan Bani-Sadr, the dismissed 
president of the Mullahs' regime, has issued a statement in Paris condemning Khomeyni's 
regime for clearly violating ("Islamic") principles. He stressed that the acts com- 
mitted by Khomeyni and by the regime's other leaders do not in any way conform with 
(?the logic of Islam). In his statement Bani-Sadr called on the Iranian people to 
resist Khomeyni's fascist and anti-Islamic regime and [words indistinct] inflict 
blows on it. The dismissed president of the clerical regime also asked the world's 
industrial countries to refrain from selling their products to Khomeyni's regime and 
to impose an economic siege on the fascist Tehran regime. He announced that any 
agreement signed by Khomeyni's regime with countries of the East or West ("is void") 
as far as the Iranian nation is concerned. [Text] [NC240810 (Clandestine) Free 
Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 23 Sep 81] 


ANTIGOVERNMENT REPORT ON KILLINGS--Twenty-two youths and opponents of Khomeyni's 
regime have been executed by firing squads in Isfahan, Chalus, Nowshahr, Borujerd 
and Aghajari. Also, Tuesday, 24 opponents and freedom fighters were sentenced to 
death on charges of participating in demonstrations and armed antiregime activities. 
In addition to these 46, more than 65 others were secretly executed in one group. 
[fhe regime has refrained from officially reporting the (?charges) and names of the 
executed people. A group of students of the former Tehran University and of the 
Aryamehr Industrial College are now preparing a (?documentary) report on secret 
executions, how the executions are carried out and the number of people executed. 
They intend to place this report at the disposal of the Iranian nation and inter- 
national law associations and organizations. [Text] [NC241426 (Clandestine) Voice 
of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 23 Sep 81] 


PURGES, DISMISSALS IN AIR FORCE--Colonel Mo‘inpur, the new commander of the air 
force, has promised the regime's high officials to dismiss antiregime officers, 
second class technicians, and NCO's from the air force as soon as possible. He 
said that these people total about 20 percent and that personnel not coordinated 
with the Islamic Revolution regime will be fired. The decision to fire 20 percent 
of the already weakened air force--bearing in mind the executions, dismissals, the 
number of persons purged and [word indistinct] the continuation of the war with 
Iraq--is a treacherous act leading to the destruction of one of the strong arms of 
the Iranian armed forces. The Iranian air force which, before Khomeyni's rule en- 
joyed fifth place in the world as far as its strength and expertise were concerned, 
has suffered most of the blows since February 1978 and hundreds of its officers. 
Second class technicians and NCO's have been either executed, fired or imprisoned. 
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It should be noted that last week Colonel Mo'inpur issued orders for the arrest of 
a number of air force personnel on fabricated charges on involvement in Bani-Sadr's 
escape. [Text] [NC24150 (Clandestine) Voice of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 23 Sep 
81) 


CLANDESTINE ON SCHOOLS BECOMING SPYCENTERS--'Ali ‘Akbar Parvaresh, the Islamic Re- 
public's minister of education, announced yesterday on the occasion of the commence- 
ment of the academic year in Iran that the regime of the Velayat-e Faqih should set 
up spying and intelligence centers in all elementary schools and even kindergartens 
in order to place all students and children under full control, to identify children 
who are counterrevolutionaries and against Ruhollah Khomeyni's regime and to hand 
them over to officials of the regime. [Text] [NC241502 (Clandestine) Radio Iran 

in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 24 Sep 81] 


DISMISSAL OF MINORITY TEACHERS--Agencies report that following the firing of Jewish 
and Armenian teachers of Iran from the ministry of education, the clerical regime is 
attempting another purge. A free voice of Iran correspondent in Tehran reported 
that in the regime's propaganda play yesterday, which was organized by spies of the 
"organization of Islamic Councils of Schools," and following the regime's confidential 
orders on the compulsory participation of students in this ceremony, members of the 
Islamic Councils of Schools" and the children of Mullahs and of officials of the 
regime apparently called on the regime to purge opposing teachers. We add that 
during his term as Minister of Education Mohammad 'Ali Raja'i had identified, dis- 
missed or transfered a large number of Iranian teachers who had nationalist and 
freedom-seeking tendencies. Khomeyni's regime has not yet revealed the correct 
number of Armenian, Assyrian and Jewish teachers of Iran who have been dismissed. 
Also, Khomeyni's "Islamic" regime has trampled on the legal rights of the minority 
schools with the registration of students from all classes and the handing over of 
the management of these schools to the Mullahs. [Text] [NC241913 (Clandestine) 
Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 24 Sep 81] 


CLANDESTINE CITES MOJAHEDIN PARIS STATEMENT--The Mojahedin-e Khalq of Iran has 
issued a statement in Paris revealing that Khomeyni's executioners ask for 1,000 
tumans per bullet used to execute opponents when asked by their relatives to hand 
over the corpse. The statement adds that last Tuesday Khomeyni's mercenaries re- 
ceived 15,000 tumans for the 15 bullets used to execute one of the demonstrators 
of recent days from his relatives in return for his mutilated corpse. The text of 
this statement has been given to all foreign news agencies. [Text] [NC251004 
(Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 24 Sep 81] 


MEETING BETWEEN ARMY, GUARDS--Officials of the Revolution Guards Corps have request- 
ed the commanders of the Iranian armed forces to find a solution to end the hos- 
tility shown by the soldiers of the armed forces toward members of the guards corps. 
Our correspondent reports that in a joint session attended by commanders of the 
armed forces’ general staff and the security force with officials of the Revolution 
Guards Corps, General Fallahi, chief of the general staff, warned the Revolution 
Guards not to intervene in war policies and described their lack of military and 
war knowledge as an element preventing the armed forces from advancing in the war 
with Iraq. He stressed that as long as the Revolution Guards Corps is placed in a 
position facing the officers, NCOQ's and other personnel of the armed forces rather 
than next to the armed forces, it will be impossible to establish further under- 
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standing and cooperation. Our correspondent adds: General Fallahi and Khomeyni's 
representative in the Revolution Guards Corps attended an interview in which they 
spoke coldly about an agreement and coordination. But what was not achieved in 
this joint meeting was an agreement and coordination between the Iranian armed 
forces and the regime's Revolution Guards. [Text] [NC251757 (Clandestine) Voice 
of Iran in Persian 1805 GMT 24 Sep 81] 


MINIGROUP MEMBERS EXECUTED--By verdicts of the Islamic Revolution Courts of Tonekabon, 
Babol, Rasht, Torbat-e Heydariyeh, Sistan and Baluchestan and Some'eh Sara, 22 active 
members of the hypocrites [Mojahedin-e Khalq] and other American mini groups were 
found fighters against God [Mohareb] and transgressors against God [Baghi], on 
charges of participating in armed demonstrations, assassinating people and killing 
defenseless people, possessing weapons, corrupting and forcing students to par- 
ticipate in armed demonstrations against the system of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
forming and attending communal houses [Khaneh-ye Timi], endorsing the organization's 
policy of armed struggle and stealing printing and copying machines. They were 
sentenced to death and the sentences were carried out. [Text] [LD261152 Tehran 
Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 26 Sep 81] 


CLANDESTINE REPORTS ON KHOMEYNI'S HEALTH--According to the Free Voice of Iran [FVOI] 
correspondent in Switzerland, following the heart attack suffered by Ruhollah 
Khomeyni on Thursday, the embassy of the Mullahs’ regime in Geneva sent two Swiss 
doctors by the names of Dr (Monar) and Dr (Arian) to Tehran in a chartered Falcon. 
Our correspondent adds: The doctors who went to Khomeyni'’s side the same night 
immediately undertook remedial action. However, on the morning of Friday, 25 
September, Khomeyni suffered a second and stronger attack which has put him in a 
coma, causing grave concern among the doctors and people around him. Khomeyni's 
doctors, who had contacted Switzerland in order to obtain modern equipment, have 
announced that his situation is grave. Both doctors have told their colleagues in 
Switzerland that a third attack would probably kill Khomeyni. Political observers 
in Europe believe that the regime's present efforts to crush the opposition and pro- 
mote Hoseyn ‘Ali Montazeri in widespread propaganda is a sign that officials of the 
Islamic regime are worried over the imminent death of Khomeyni and the matter of 
his replacement. [Text] [GF281704 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to 
Iran 1500 GMT 28 Sep 81] 


ECONOMY, BARTER TRADE--Mohammad Banki, minister of state in charge of the plan and 
budget organization, in an interview with PARS news agency on the effects of the 
imposed war, said the war imposed on Iran by Iraq should always be evaluated in the 
context of the Islamic Republic's constant struggle against American imperialism. 
He added that the impact of Iraq's aggression initially was severe with regard to 
imports and the country's production. However, the country's resources and its 
achievement of the stage of self-sufficiency made it possible to prevent the country's 
economy from suffering serious harm. The minister of state further said: For the 
government, one of the positive results of the war has been the appreciation of 

the need to avoid relying on the sale of oil and for saving foreign exchange. In 
conclusion, he added: our experience so far with regard to our barter trade with 
various countries has been extremely useful and, by means of such trade exchange, 
we have been able so far to defend our interests to some extent against America's 
aggressive policy to reduce the country's foreign exchange resources to a minimum. 
[Text] [LDO11216 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 1 Oct 81] 
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HAMEDAN CONSCRIPTION NOTICE--The Hamedan Gendarmerie Regiment announced that all 
conscripts who are high school and college graduates born between the years 1958-61 
should report for registration to the military service department of Hamedan Gen- 
darmerie Regiment from 10 to 13 October. All those who have not yet reported them- 
selves to the local regiments or the Hamedan Regiments should do so at the earliest 
with relevant documents so that their dispatch may be scheduled. [GF261304 Tehran 
Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 26 Sep 81] 


BANKERS VISIT U.S.--Representatives of the Bank-e Markazi of Iran have left for 
New York to participate in the annual session of the International Monetary Fund. 
[GF261239 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 26 Sep 81] 


BANDAR-E LENGEH CONSCRIPTION NOTICE--The Bandar-e Lengeh Gendarmerie Regiment has 
announced that all conscripts who terminated their service between 21 March 1977 

and 20 March 1978 should report to this regiment between 26-28 September. All those 
who do not report on time will be dealt with in accordance with wartime regulations. 
[GF261405 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 26 Sep 81] 


IRANIAN LOSSES, COUP ATTEMPT CONFIRMED--London, 30 Sep (INA)--Iranian sources have 
revealed to the London newspaper AL-'ARAB that the Iranian regime has begun to 
transport the victims of its war against Iraq to hospitals in the interior. These 
sources confirmed the death of more than 3,000 Iranians in the last 2 days of battle 
in the Abadan region and added that large numbers of wounded were airlifted to 
Khomeyni Hospital, formerly Pahlavi Hospital, in West Tehran, to Mustafa Khomeyni 
Hospital in South Tehran and to the National Iranian Oil Company Hospital in Ahvaz. 
According to information received from Iranian military sources by telephone the day 
before yesterday, the sources said that the 3,000 Iranians were killed in the Iraqi 
counterattack prior to Iraq's decision to transfer its troops from the Eastern to 
the Western Bank of the Karun River. The same sources disclosed that Khomeyni had 
decided to send the 77th division located in the city of Khorasan to the front after 
having received confirmation that some of the division's commanders were planning 

a coup d'etat. Khomeyni also had summoned General Fallahi before his death and told 
him that he should undertake military action at the front to divert attention from 
the clashes taking place inside Iran, which have turned into street fighting in 
Tehran and other towns. [Text] [JN301440 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1405 GMT 30 Sep 81] 


DEATHS IN MILITARY PLANE CRASH--London, 30 Sep (INA)--Reliable Iranian sources have 
said that several senior Iranian military commanders were among those killed in 

last night's plane crash near Tehran. After telephone conversations with their 
acquaintances in Tehran, these sources said that among the dead were General Faruzan, 
defense council member; Mohsen Reza'i, commander of the revolution gurads; (AKHIANI), 
commander of the Gendarmerie; Zahir-Nejad, commander of the ground forces; and 

three other colonels. Sources added that the number of the dead is 80 and that 
lehran hospitals were evacuated to receive those injured in the plane crash. Musa 
Namju, minister of defense; Fallahi, acting joint chief of staff; and Fakuri, for- 
mer defense minister; were also among the dead. [Text] [JN301516 Baghdad INA in 
Arabic 1458 GMT 30 Sep 81] 


SOMALIA, SUDANESE ENVOYS--The ambassadors of Sudan and Somalia met separately today 
with Foreign Minister Mir Hoseyn Musavi upon the conclusion of their missions in 
Iran. The two ambassadors thanked the foreign minister for helping them to carry 
out their duties during their 4 years in Iran. [GF241843 Tehran International 
Service in Arabic 1730 GMT 24 Sep 81] 
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AMBASSADORS PRESENT CREDENTIALS--The Belgiam ambassador in Tehran presented his 
credentials to Mahdavi-Kani, member of the provisional presidential council and 
prime minister, yesterday. In the course of a statement during the presentation 
ceremony, the Belgian ambassador said: We believe that your revolution is a 
spiritual and divine revolution. Iran is able at this time to carry out its role 
in the best manner. Mahdavi-Kani said in reply: Small and large states are not 
viewed by the Islamic revolution of Iran on a geographical basis but are assessed 
on the basis of the services they contribute to mankind. The New Zealand ambassador 
also met with and presented his credentials to the prime minister. On receiving 
the ambassador's credentials, Mahdavi-Kani said: We believe that geographic dis- 
tance does not separate us. What separates us is the distance between hearts. The 
prime minister urged the New Zealand ambassador to seek to strengthen relations 
between Iran and New Zealand in economic, political and cultural fields. [Text] 
[GFO20546 Tehran International Service in Arabic 0400 GMT 2 Oct 81] 
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IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


ASSASSINATION OF IRAQI BA'THIST--The [Pro-Syrian] ‘Iraqi Regional Command of the 
Socialist Arab Ba'th Party has announced the death of comrade Struggler Shawkat 
Adham al-Hadithi, who was recently assassinated by the Iraqi regime. The Iraqi 
Regional Command has issued a statement which said: The Iraqi regime continues its 
campaigns of liquidation against the nationalists and progressives in Iraq. Saddam 
Husayn's intelligence organs have committed a new crime with the assassination of 
one of the leaders of the socialist Arab Ba'th party in Iraq. On 17 September 1981 
security and intelligence forces of Saddam Husayn's regime raided the residence of 
struggle comrade Shawkat Adham al-Hadithi, a leading cadre of the socialist Arab 
Ba'th party (of the Iraqi Regional Command), and took him to an unknown destination 
where they subjected him to worst kind of torture before they liquidated him phy- 
sically. And on 30 September 1981 the comrade's body was handed over to his family. 
Signs of torture on the comrade Struggler's body who died under torture were evident. 
[Unattributed Report: "Iraqi Regime Assassinates Comrade Shawkat al-Hadithi"] 
[Excerpt] [PM251615 Damascus al-Ba'th in Arabic 20 Sep 81 pp l, 2] 


IRAQIS PURSUING MUSLIM PARTY MEMBERS--Cairo, 29 Sep (Mena)--Reports received from 
Baghdad say that organs of the Ba'thist regime in Iraq are pursuing the members of 
the ad-Da'wah al-Islamiyah [the Islamic call] party after liquidating its leader 
Imam Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr, who was executed a few months ago. These reports say 
that the authorities of the Iraqi Ba'thist regime have recently discovered the ex- 
istence of a plan between the ad-Da'wah al-Islamiyah party and the Iranian revolu- 
tion. This matter led these authorities to execute a group of officers who syn- 
pathize with the Shi'ite activity in Iraq. They also purged the armed forces 

and the state organs of Shi'ite elements. These reports say that the Ba'th party 
organs are continuing their campaign against the religious activities and to besiege 
religious organizations in the Iraqi cities. [Text] [NC291008 Cairo Mena in Arabic 
0840 GMT 29 Sep 81] 


SPARE PARTS CONTRACT--The Canadian firm Bombardier has won a $17 million con- 
tract from the Iraqi government for the supply of spare parts for diesel- 
powered electric locomotives. Company sources said in Montreal last week that 
delivery would begin later this autumn and be spread Over a period of 18 months. 
Bombardier supplied Iraq with the diesel locomotives in 1975. [Text] [Paris 
AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 39, 28 Sep 81 p 12] 
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ISRAEL 


NEW KNESSET MEMBERS DISCUSS THEIR ROLES, AIMS, POLICY POSITIONS 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 28 Jul 81 pp 10, 37 
[Article by Mikhal Meron; "New Faces in Knesset"] 


[Text] The important journalists are not yet interested in them. Most of those in 
the parliament do not even recognize them. Even the doormen sometimes make a mis- 
take and ask the new MK for his pass to be in the building. 


They walk about the Knesset building somewhat confused. They do not yet know what, 
when, how, why and how much. They have many hopes and a lot of faith in their 
power. Of course they will shine. Of course they will be active, full-time mem- 
bers of the Knesset. Of course each will be prominent in his area. Of course 

they will try to breath new spirit into the parliament. 


Despite the fact that most of them have spent years in various political ranks, 
and despite the fact that some of them feel like veteran warriors, at the moment 
they are sworn into the Knesset, and at the reception of the president, they will 
be very moved. Most of them appeared with neckties and were well kempt, accom- 
panied by their families who had come to see father in his glory. Some of them 
chat with ease. Others, like Mikha Reiser for example, will wait a bit until they 
show themselves to the voting public. 


Mikha Reiser does not look like a new face. When you see him, it seems as though 
he has always been here. Indeed, he has visited here a lot, but this time the rules 
are different and he is a new MK, no longer David Levy's "man known to the public.” 


Mikha, a 35-year-old red head, sat in the cafeteria drinking coffee and eating a 
dry cracker (his diet) and spoke about his lottery. He feels iike one who has 
won the lottery 


In the internal elections he was chosen for place 24, which seemed to him a bitter 
personal failure. He says: "As far as I was concerned my candidacy for the 
Knesset was a difficult issue, and I did not succeed in facing it in a proper man- 


ner." 


He threw up his hands and decided, "OK, maybe in the next election." Reiser simply 
did not believe that the 45th position was a realistic one. 
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At that time he was drawing bad cards. Om the day of the internal elections, his 

wife broke her leg. He was elected to a poor spot somewhere near the end, and "I 

thought that was it." He confesses that “bad things come in bunches" and that the 
closing bell at the polls would be "our eulogy at the elections." 


He was definitely excited when he was informed that he had made it. But the true 
excitement came when he was sworn in. Almost at the end, when they reached the 
letter "R," for Reiser, he stood up, flushed as always, and declared: "Il affirm 
the oath." 


Now he is already on the inside. He knows the building and its wings well. ‘"“In- 
cluding the cafeteria, which is a bad place to waste time and get confused." 


Reiser promised that he would not be appointed, at the beginning of his tenure, 
over MK's prominent in the parliamentary and personal landscape. First he intends 
to learn well how things work. Only then will he begin to run for the radio and 
television. He will do this in spite of the "coalition of 61 to 59, where everyone 
can be a star if he only drops a hint that he will walk out on his faction on some 
crucial issue." 


Reiser's faction is liberated from his threat, at least for the first month or so. 


Reiser would be happy if they would let him concentrate in his Knesset work on 
those areas where he knows how to maneuver--such as construction. (Up until his 
election to the Knesset he was a senior official in the Ministry of Housing.) He 
would also like to work to improve sports in the country and is ready to take part 
in a subcommittee for sports, on condition that he will be chairman. 


He thinks out loud: "Perhaps I will also get involved in the issue of the quality 
of life and the environment. In the Likud, no one has chosen to work in that area. 
I already have a team of volunteer experts for that issue." 


In the meantime, he is enjoying the cracker and the handshakes of friends. One of 
them wishes him success, "in spite of the fact that I did not vote for you and did 
not want you here." Reiser smiles. He already has both feet inside. 


Anyone who does not know 48-year-old Musa Kharif from the Knesset remembers him 
from his impressive appearances on television, in the campaign ads of the Allign- 
ment. 


Even his first appearance in the Knesset is impressive. He is well dressed, but it 
is not over done. He has a warm and penetrating glance, with bright eyes. He is 

a member of Kibbutz Tsora, an architect and city planner. When asked if he is 
satisfied to be here, his measured answer seems suited to the man. He says: "It 
is too soon to say. In the meantime, I am only in-first grade, learning the oper- 
ational rules of the place, with the help of students in the higher grades." In 
the Knesset for the first time, he finds it difficult to deftne his goals and as- 
pirations. He says; 7 


"In general, I would like to hope that the almost standoff results of the elec- 
tions between the parties will lead us to new elections, Meanwhile, we accept 





the decision of the voters, despite the fact that this means disappointment. 
Knowing the material, I knew that the results would be close. At more than one 
meeting, I said that a mandate of one vote was not enough. More is needed. But 
in political life, nothing is hermetically sealed. The NRP did « post mortem and 
discovered that it lost half of its strength to the Likud following its romance 
with it, a romance with which neither side is satisfied. Perhaps now we will be 
able to bring down the government and have new elections." In any case, he pro- 
poses that this time (in time to effect a change) his party begin now to build and 
operate its election staff. 


Dan Tikhon sits at the end of the cafeteria. To judge from the number of pipe 
smokers with serious faces around him, one might err and think that he has been 
in the Knesset for years. But no, Dan Tikhon, a 44-year-old Jerusalemite, held 
the 28th position on the Likud list, and this is the first elected office for him. 


Wearing a necktie, handsome and looking self-important, he tells of an impressive 
background from 1969 to 1974 as advisor to the Minister of Industry and Commerce. 
Today he has an economic consulting office that specializes in industry, tourism 
and construction. 


Dan Tikhon wants to be on the Finance Committee. Of course, all of his vast ex- 
perience, he says, was accumulated in the field of economics. "I am also a big 
exporter of flowers, a businessman with a lot of experience in finance," he says, 
and a smile creeps across his blue eyes. 


As an MK who wants to produce a lot, as much as possible, he wants to participate 
only on committees whose subjects are familiar to him. Education, for example, is 
not one of those subjects. 


Even though he has been in the Knesset only a few hours, he feels that the Knesset 
is not ready to carry out its role. He says: "The first hours are similar to a 
struggle between lawyers on all kinds of procedural rules. But within a few days, 
everything will be worked out." 


No, he does not expect new elections in the near future. This leads him to think 
that he will sit in his. position for at least four and a half years. And one can 
see that this thought gives Dan Tikhon a great deal of pleasure. 


Hanan Porat is about to be the bad boy of the Knesset. For the first day he wears 
his shirt out, and his hair is wild and he is unshaven. He was not surprised by 
the surveys that promised him a seat in the Knesset. He was not even excited by 
them. "I am a man who knows how to work under pressure," he explained, "and any 
excitement in reading the election pictures before the final tally was it seemed 
to me imprudent." 


Hanan Perat, who entered the Knesset at the last minute, when everyone had al- 
ready predicted that he would be on the outside, did not come here out of ambition 
and careerism. His personal ambition is concentrated in the area of education and 
the purchase of real estate for the good of the country. 
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He says: “I already know this institution from my contacts with it as a member of 
Gush Emunim. From the beginning, I have had no illusions about the joy that awaits 
me here. In my membership in the Knesset, I see a public mission in areas that are 
in bad condition today. I see as critical the land of Israel and the people of 
Israel. The work to be done in these areas is great. Therefore, do not make a 
blessing on my arrival in the Knesset. Because *:: work is so great and the goals 
have yet to be achieved, such as saving the settlements of Ofira and the Yamit re- 
gion, I will make the blessing only after that work is completed." 


Hanan Porat, who is pictured by many as the angry prophet of the right, does not 
intend to limit his activity to these or other small areas. He is going for great 
things: anything connected with society, the Torah and the state, and policy ques- 
tions. 


He says, without a trace of a smile: "I am devoted particularly to the need for 
raising the level of the land of Israel. I want to be its man in the Knesset. I 
want to cancel the decision on autonomy that will lead to a Palestinian state. I 
want to push forward the process of settlement in the land of Israel. I sense that 
a general malaise has stricken the people of Israel." 


He continues; "Today we are in the process of achieving a great return to Zion. 
This is only the beginning of the way. My role is to raise the banner of the re- 
turn to 9Yion for all of the people of Israel, in a pure and Jewish spirit." Porar 
speaks in a voice of messianic quality. 


Rafi Adari, of the Alignment, is a Moroccan but not a "professional" one. He says: 
"I am proud of my roots, but I am opposed to professional manifestations of 
ethnicity. Anyone who has the talent should reach his appropriate position with- 
out reference to his ethnic background." Thus Rafi Adari, who came to the Knesset 
from the 7th place on the Alignment list. 


Adari gives the impression of a quiet and able man. He wears a suit and tie and is 
still moved by finding himself in the 10th Knesset. 


He wants to be involved in the Finance Committee and the Labor Committee. "I have 
been involved in finance since I can remember," says the director general of 
Shikun Ovdim Co. and the chairman of one of the largest construction companies in 
the country. He also sees his role in labor, as one who grew up in a development 
region and underwent all of the pain of absorption as a new immigrant to Israel. 
He sees himself as close to that part of the population for whom this Knesset 
must work to advance. 


He feels gord in the Knesset, not completely new, because he used to visit here, 
but, he sayi with a smile, "I did not have a seat, certainly not in the first row, 
near the great ones. But I will get used to it," he promises. 


In the meantime, he is learning, and absorbing impressions, ready to proceed to 
his parliamentary work and to be an active MK. 
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At home, in Herzliya, his wife and three children are happy about his election. 
"Yes," he says, “only three children. I said that I am not a racial Moroccan, but 
I am not a plastic Moroccan either." 


Beni Shalita, 45 years old, was 44th on the Likud list. He has been head of the 
local council of Menahemia for 24 years. He is happy that he was elected, but 

he puts his parliamentary work in the Knesset second among his priorities. The 
local council of Menahemia still holds first place. This in spite of the fact that 
he confesses to having held that position for too many years. 


Beni Shalita says: "Being head of a local council is a much more senior position. 
The pinnacle of my life was when I reached that position at such a young age." 

He says this without a trace of sadness in his voice. "Such pinnacles do not re- 
cur. Even my election to the Knesset does not equal that pinnacle. It is too bad 
that mayors and heads of local councils want so much to be in the Knesset." 


The fact that he was in the 44th position and not especially realistic before the 
elections he blames on his colleagues in the Liberal Party. "In spite of the at- 
tempts of certain persons, they did not entirely succeed." He already knew before 
the elections that his position was marginal. So he did not entertain great hopes. 
He knew why they did not want him in the Liberal Party. He was considered too in- 
dependent. He considers Pesah Gruper among those who tried to torpedo him. He 
points to his whitish hands and says; “Even though my hands have been tanned in 
farm work for so many years." 


Daily he will make his way from Menahemia (between Tiberias and Beit-Shean) to 
Jerusalem, because he definitely intends to be a full time member of the Knesset. 
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ISRAEL 


SHARON'S RECORD IN TRYING TO END AGRICULTURAL SUBSIDIES SEEN AS FAILURE 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 19 Jul 81 p 15 
[Article by Avraham Tsahar: "What Kind of Minister of Agriculture Was He?"] 


[Text] Minister Sharon is the clear antithesis of a politician. Both his admirers 
and enemies share the opinion that the “reprimanded general," who for many years 
was considered "the bad boy" of the IDF, transferred to political life (when he 

was appointed Minister of Agriculture) the methods to which he had grown accustom- 
ed in the IDF, and he did not hesitate to push aside anyone who stood in the way of 
his realizing his goals. 


Less than a year after his appointment to the cabinet in the Begin government, 
Sharon succeeded in getting embroiled with the only natural allies that he had 
among farmers--the heads of the Agriculture Union. He likewise became embroiled 
with the whole leadership of the Liberal Party, amd his comments on the abilities 
and qualifications of Minister Patt or Minister Modai were damaging to agricultur- 
al settlement. Arik Sharon is also known as the person who "threatened" a deputy 
prime minister "to strip him naked" and hinted that the originator of leaks from 
government sessions was anothe. deputy prime minister. Within less than three 
years, Sharon removed most of the upper echelon of his ministry and replaced them 
with others from the same sector (most if not all were from moshavim) and all of 
them, without exception, from the opposition party.... 


Almost everyone agrees that this was done as a stubborn attempt to achieve his 
goals. The dispute between his admirers and enemies (almost no one is indifferent 
to the man) revolves around what are in fact and what were supposed to be his goals. 


Arik Sharon gave an enormous boost to agricultural settlement in the territories 
and in Galilee. But his accusers claim that he did not work to establish points 
of agricultural settlement but rather "political hotels" whose inhabitants would 
only live in them temporarily, not because of devotion to the soil but to prove 
something to themselves, to the people of Israel and especially to the non-Jews. 


During his 4 years as Minister of Agriculture, many upheavals occurred in that 
sector. If prior to his tenure the agricultural branch was considered income pro- 
ducing, things were turned around and troubles multiplied. Everyone knows of the 
crisis that occurred in flower growing, orchards, dairy production, poultry and so 
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forth. Opponents of Sharon claim that the source of the crisis stems from his 
“shoot from the hip" methods in areas where he was in charge. When he became con- 
vinced that livestock enjoyed an exaggerated subsidy, he ended the subsidy in the 
wink of an eye. When he was convince’ that his step would lead to the unavoidable 
collapse of that sector, he renewed the subsidy but increased it. The same thing 
occurred in poultry. 


Those close to Sharon claim that the dispute over subsidies, which is going on 
among farmers and the Israeli public at large, dates back to the first days of 
Zikhron Ya'aqov and the disputes that occurred with the officials of tne Baron. 

The farmers had simply grown accustomed to living in the shadow of one benefactor 
or another; it is the same thing whether we speak of the Baron or the Israeli Gov- 
ernment. Against this background, Sharon, with his own appointments, began to work 
to put an end to this system of incentives to varicus branches. As director gen- 
eral of his ministry he appointed a moshaynik by the name of Avraham Ben-Meir, who 
during the tenure of Aharon Ozen as Minister of Agriculture had resigned from his 
post as director general because of opinions which he had voiced regarding what 

has been defined as free competition in agriculture without government inter- 
vention (read: without subsidies or supervision). The days of Ben-Meir's tenure 
were numbered: he eliminated the subsidies for poultry and eggs, and he began to 
encourage the construction of flower hot houses. The results were not long in com- 
ing; within two years the branches of flowers and poultry were both on the verge of 
collapse. The former occurred because of the lack of profitability, in the wake 

of which occurred waves of shortages and surpluses the like of which had never been 
seen. The second occurred because of surplus production which no market--neither 
in Israel or abroad, could have absorbed. 


Arik Sharon worked rapidly. After he dismissed the director general of the Flower 
Council, Shlomo Luzatto, and attempted to dismiss the director general of the 
Poultry Council, Ya'agov Doron (an attempt which succeeded only a year ago, after 
protracted struggles), the director general of the Ministry of Agriculture himself, 
Avraham Ben-—Meir, resigned. 


Crisis followed crisis, and after each the turnover in official manpower increased. 
After the resignation of the deputy director general of the ministry, Mr. Molkho 
(who had also been appointed over fisheries, development and the Flower Council), 
an attempt was made to "behead" the director general of the Vegetable Council, but 
that was unsuccessful: the director general refused to resign willingly, and work- 
ers' organizations also joined the struggle to prevent his dismissal. All that 
Sharon could do was to empty the authority of the director general of all content. 


Other persons, including (past) director general Haim Molkho, branch head Y. Gil, 
and many others of the top echelon of the Ministry of Agriculture, are on the list 
of dismissals and "replacements" that were executed in the last two or three years. 


More than once Sharon has been accused of trying to purify the Ministry of Agri- 
culture of the old guard of Haityashvut Haovedet (read: Alignment). There is no 

t uth in these claims; the first directly general appointed by Sharon to head his 
ministry was Mr. Avraham Ben-Meir, of Tel Adashim, who after his resignation joined 
the Telem list and became one of its candidates for the 10th Knesset. And appoint- 
ed to replace him was none other than his older brother, Mr Meir Ben-Meir, of 
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Moshav Yokneam, a veteran of Hahityashvut Haovedet, who during the regime of the 
Alignment was appointed as Water Commissionei (« position which he still holds 
today, in addition t~ his post as director generul of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture), 


Likewise, those who replaced the persons dismissed fiom the Flower Council and the 
Poultry Council, who had been members of moshavim identified with the Alignment, 
themselves came from the same sector and the same political background. But this 
is only one side of the coin. There are those who claim that the persons who were 
dismissed, against the background of crises that visited agriculture, had worked 
to implement the policies of Minister Sharon, policies that were proven to be an 
economic disaster. Those close to Sharon do not believe this to be so. They 
claim that those who were dismissed were dismissed because they were either un- 
willing or unable to properly carry out the ministry's policies. 


But in fact, was there any policy within the Ministry of Agriculture? Two years 
after the appointment of Ariel Sharon as Minister of Agriculture, subsidies in most 
of the principal branches had been eliminated. But in less than a year, the sub- 
sidies have been renewed and their scope enlarged so that today they are larger 
than before the election of Likud. Prior to the appointment of Sharon as Ninister 
of Agriculture, Israeli agriculture developed at an annual rate of 4 to 6 percent. 
Since Likud came to power, agriculture has been frozen. The heads of the Ministry 
of Agriculture claim that the activities of the ministry stem mostly from politi- 
cal pressures, Those who hold this position claim that the drastic elimination of 
subsidies for dairy products, and before that for eggs and poultry, was forced on 
the ministry by the Finance Ministry and the Finance Minister at that time, Mr. 
Simkha Ehrlich. Likewise, the renewal of the subsidies at unprecedented scope 

came about on the eve of the elections, as part of the pre-election policy of 
Minister Aridor. When Avraham Ben-Meir resigned as director general of the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, he refused to give his real reasons for resigning. Those 
close to him say that he agreed to leave his position only after "bitter disappoint- 
ment" over the inability of his boss to pass in the Knesset and in the Finance 
Ministry the resolutions that were supposed to have prevented cine deterioration of 
whole sectors of agriculture. 


There is no shortage of such examples. Minister Sharon failed to get passed in 
the Knesset the law for encouraging capital investment in agriculture because of 
the opposition of the Liberals. To get the law passed in spite of this, Sharon 
was forced to take the unprecedented step in Israeli parliamentary life and per- 
mitting a Knesset member of the NRP faction to present the law, because he was in- 
terested in its passage as a privately proposed law. The Liberals agreed to this, 
and the law was in fact passed. A similar process occurred with the law for an 
arrangement to market flowers abroad. The Ministry of Agriculture was interested 
in the law, a neutral committee of experts recommended its passage and the farmers 
also supported it. Nevertheless, the proposed law did not get to a first reading. 
Sharon--the military man turned politician--succeeded in creating such strong 
antagonism to th~ law among his colleagues (the Liberals) that they torpedoed any 
attempt to even bring it up for discussion. 


Thus, the tenure of Sharon as Minister of Agriculture weighs in negatively. The 
member of a moshav, who after his military service became a farm owner, and who 
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loves to characterize himself as a "farmer," tried but failed to change agriculture 
into a sector thac would support those engaged in it without the need of "gifts." 


It is said that Sharon set for himself the goal that farmers would milk cows and 
not the government and the public, And he failed in thts. Agriculture remains 
subsidized as it was at the beginning of his tenure in the Likud government. 
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ISRAEL 


MANY STUDENTS SEEK TECHNICAL, ENGINEERING TRAINING OUTSIDE UNIVERSITIES 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 19 Jul 81 p 6 


[Article by Rimona Maisels-Schiff: "About 10,000 in Technical Schools in 
Israel" ] 


[Text] "Not a few students who are enrolled in faculties for the humanities are 
transferring from academe to study engineering and technology at institutes of 
technology and schools for engineers and technicians. They want to acquire a 
practical profession in terms of the market place that will assure them a good 
living." 


This was noted by Dr Danni Milin, director of the Branch for Training and Develop- 
ing Manpower in the Ministry of Labor. He is in charge of all technological in- 
stitutes in the country. 


The 10 institutes of technology and 33 schools for engineers and technicians in 

the country are training their students for degrees as engineers, technicians and 
professional directors. Some of these schools are working in collaboration or 
under institutions of higher learning such as the Technological Institute of Beer 
Shaba, the Engineering School of the University of Tel Aviv, the Engineering School 
of the Technion at Haifa, the Jerusalem ORT Technological Institute of the Hebrew 
University and the Higher School of Technology in Jersualem. These institutions 
impart a professional rank identical to that of engineering workers in the engineer- 
ing sector. Moreover, those certified as technicians by these institutions enjoy 
credit in studies for the engineering degree at universities, and a student can 
save himserlf up to one academic year by studying at them. 


There are 10,500 students studying at institutes of technology and schools for en- 
gineers and technicians, and 25 percent of them are women. In the coming academic 
year it is expected that their number will increase by 10 percent, and the number 
of women by 15 percent. "The number of women is growing each year, especially in 
industrial management, computers, construction, architecture and textile tech- 
nology," Dr Danni Milin notes. In the last 5 years, about $10 million has 
been invested in developing laboratories, which enables a much greater absorption 
of students as well as study and specialization in sophisticated specialities such 
as computers and microcomputers. 
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The method followed in the institutions is flexible. There are study days and 
study evenings for workers. The preferred major subjects are computers, auto- 
matic data processing, medical electronics, chemistry and industrial management. 

In the coming academic year, a number of new majors will be developed: land- 
scape technology, food technology for those specializing in the dairy branch, 

water and land technology and medical electronics. Ome of the projects for the 
coming year is the establishment of a center for technological training in Nazereth 


for both Jews and Arabs that will grant the degree of technician, engineer and pro- 
fessional worker. 
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KUWAIT 


KPC TO AID THIRD WORLD IN OIL EXPLORATION 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 39, 28 Sep 81 pp 10, ll 


[Text ] 


Kuwcit is to participate in oil-prospecting schemes in 
counines of the Third World which cannot afford the 
sort of conditions prevalent among intemational oil 
companies. The Kuwait Petroleum Company (KPC). 
which owns 25 per cent of the shares of the Geneva- 
ased Intemauonal Energy Development Company 
(LEDC), will take part in oil exploration projects recently 
approved for the Republic of Congo and Australia. The 


if DC also includes conipanies from Canada, the US, 
Swecen and Switzerland. which are all shareholders in 
the tirm 


Under the scheme, ILDC signed a protocol with 
HydreCongo. the state-owned energy company of the 
Congo, to undertake a joint petroleum exploration 
development project. The protocol covers exploration 
in the Marine 1 offshore area of about 1,500 square 
Kilometres. Exploration will be carned out jointly with 
the operator of the field, Sociétes Pétroliéres Cities 
Service ond Petrobras (Brazil). The Intemational Gas 
Development Corporation (IGDC), a subsidiary of IEDC, 
has also signed an agreement with Hydro-Congo for the 


CSO: 4400/12 


69 





supply of technical assistance in developing local gas 
reserves. 

In Australia, IEDC has won twoexploration permits: 
one in the offshore area of the Perth Basin, and the 
other in the south-westem area of the Canning Basin tn 
Wester Australia. IEDC is already involved in an explo- 
ration programme in Australia under concession agree- 
ments covering an area 47,000 square kilometres inside 
the Canning Basin, where it is the main operator. Pre- 
liminary exploration work is also going on in the Murray 
Basin. 

IEDC was set up in November 1979 as a Swiss 
company aiming to develop all energy resources prin- 
cipally in Third World countnes. So far, the company 
has signed exploration agreements in Sudan, Angola. 
Oman, Turkey and Australia, and has been commissioned 
hy the World Bank to provide consultancy services 
on the problems of energy development in Bangladesh 

The other shareholders in the company are AB 
Volvo of Sweden, AZL Kesources of the US, Sulpetro 
Lid of Canada and the Geneva finn, Sogener. 





MINISTRY OF OIL 


CITES POLICY, PROJECTS 


Jiddah SAUDI BUSINESS in English No 23, 25 Sep 81 pp 23-27 


[Text] 


im UWATT FORMULATES its oil 
policy on the basis of the country s 
national interests. also taking into con- 
sideration the mutual and reciprocal 
interests of the oil-exporting countries 
and the reinforcement of economic and 
political rei...ons with other countries. 
K uwait has plaved a leading and coor- 
dinating role in the achievements of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) in recent vears, 
undertaking a fundamental role in pre- 
paring and issuing the decisions con- 
cerning the rectification of the price of 
the organization's oil exports which 
have led to an increase in the price of 
K uwait crude from $11.23 per barrel in 
December 1976 to some $35.50 in 
January 198] 

Similarly it has also taken part 
through OPEC in reinforcing coopera- 
tion and consolidating economic and 
political relations on the international 
level, particularly with the countries of 
the Third World. by supporting all 
efforts to ensure an increased flow of 
aid to these countries through its par- 
ticipation in the estabishment of the 
OPEC fund for international develop- 
ment. Kuwait has also participated in 
some of the exploration activities and 
projects aimed at strengthening fruitful 
cooperation with these countries 
through the establishment of the 
Kuwait Overseas Petroleum Explora- 
tion Co., with a capital of 100 million 
Kuwaiti dinars, which has undertaken 
— with other participants — explora- 
tron Operations in a number of coun- 
tries, among them. for example. Sudan, 
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Angola, Australia and Morocco. 
Kuwait has supported all efforts to 
bring about a constructive and produc- 
tive dialogue among the various inter- 
national economic groupings with the 
aim of establishing a new world 
economic order to achieve compatibil- 
ity and equilibrium among all countries 
and stability in the international com- 
munity. Nor has Kuwait spared any 
efforts to preserve the unity and sol- 
idarity of OPEC in order to enable it to 
continue its pioneering role. It has also 
taken part in OPEC's information 
campaign by participating in the establ- 
ishment of the OPEC news agency in 
order to publish and explain the facts 
regarding OPEC's positive attitudes 
toward all other countries. Kuwait has 
also participated in the formulation of a 
long-term strategy for the OPEC coun- 
tries which includes a pricing policy 
aimed at introducing gradual increases 
in the price of crude oil until a real 
economic price is reached. The OPEC 
Strategy also takes into account the cir- 
cumstances of the developing countries 
and their economic situations. 
Believing in the strengthening of tes 
and relations among the Arab coun- 
tries, and in pursuit of the common 
interests of these countries, these coun- 
tries, Kuwait has joined the Organiza- 
tion of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countnes (OAPEC) and has partici- 
pated in all its activities at both the 
Arab and international levels. In the 
sphere of strengthening and developing 
the oil industry in Kuwait, the govern- 
ment has reorganized the oil sector and 
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has established the Kuwait Petroleum 
Corp. to incorporate all oil companies 
and activities into one integrated body 
representing an effective executive 
instrument for carrying out the state's 
petroleum policy on the local. regional 
and international levels. 

The government is giving continuous 
attention to oil exploration, which cov- 
ers most regions of the country and var- 
ious Onshore and offshore areas. using 
the most modern technical methods in 
the various operations being carried 
out. The preliminary findings have 
resulted in the discovery of anumber of 
new fields and reservoirs in such forma- 
tions as the lower Fars sands and the 
Tuba limestone. which are currently 
being appraised and developed. In the 
coming period the country will witness 
stepped-up exploration activities on an 
unprecedented scale as part of an 
exploration program covering all parts 
of the country, typiticd by the seismic 
survey in the west of Kuwait which 
includes 3.300 kms. of seismic lines. 
The result of this program and the 
interpretation of data can be expected 
at the end of 1982. 

A deep-water offshore seismic sur- 
vey is also being carried out, covering 
the former shell concession area as well 
as Kuwaiti territorial waters exceeding 
3.5 meters in depth, and the comple- 
tion of this survey and the evaluation of 
its findings are expected in the first half 
of 1982. Also in progress is a survey of 
shallow offshore waters and Failaka 
Island aimed at surveying waters less 
than 3.5 meters deep and at linking 
together onshore and offshore areas as 
well as carrying out a full seismic survey 
of Failaka Island. This survey is 
scheduled for completion during 1982. 
On the basis of the results of the seismic 
surveys and of exploration wells, repe- 
ated surveys and reinterpretation of 
seismic data might be required for 
some otfner areas. 

Concerning drilling activities, a 
number of modern rigs at present are in 
use. These include two rigs exploring in 
the Burgan field for very deep accumu- 
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lation of natural gas, a rig for develop- 
ment drilling. a rig for well workovers, 
and a fifth rig for shailow wells. It is also 
intended to intensify exploration and 
development drilling activities in off- 
shore areas, and it is planned to acquire 
two rigs for deep-test drilling, two 
further rigs for development drilling, 
and one rig for exploration in offshore 
areas. 

The country’s oil policy requires the 
optimum exploration of oil reserves 
and their conservation for as long as 
possible in their natural reservoirs, and 
consequently the limitation of produc- 
tion. The general tendency in the gov- 
ernment is to reduce production below 
the highest level permitted by law, 
however, subject to the constraints 
referred to above. The level of produc- 
tion is affected by a number of factors 
such as considerations of the country’s 
higher interests. technical require- 
ments in the fields, and the mainte- 
nance of Kuwait's position and leading 
role in cooperation within OPEC and 
OAPEC. In implementation of this pol- 
icy, the government decided to reduce 
the daily production level to a max- 
imum of 1.S million barrels as of April 
1. 1981, and at this level production 
would continue for some 150 years. 

In the past four years the govern- 
ment had begun the study and 
implementation of a number of impor- 
tant oil projects which will provide the 
state with profitable investment oppor- 
tunities, as well as representing the 
completion of steps to establish the 
foundations of an advanced oil industry 
and to achieve balanced growth and full 
and coordinated development in the oil 
sector in Kuwait. 

At the beginning of 1979 the project 
for the utilization of associated gas was 
completed, the most advanced project 
of its kind in the region, whose 
implementation has put an end to the 
squandering of this important resource. 
This project had been highly profitable 
and its costs have been recovered 
within one year. Natural gas is gathered 
and transported to the gas liquefaction 





plant where liquid gases such as prop- 
ane, butane and natural gasoline are 
recovered and exported and the 
remaining gas is distributed for domes- 
tic uses. The capacity of the project is 
some 5 million tons year of gas liquids. 

In addition the state is planning 
further utilization of natural gas 
resources and will shortly proceed with 
the implementation of new associated 
gas utilization projects at Khafji and in 
the Neutral Zone. The government 
notes with pride the pioneering role 
played by Kuwait in the marketing and 
processing of gas liquids, which has 
made it possible to obtain the highest 
prices of any country in the region for 
gas exports and has made Kuwait the 
established pricing reference point for 
many other gas-exporting countries. 

Concerning the refining and proces- 
sing of oil, the government takes care 
that the greater part of oil exports 
should be in the form of refined pro- 
ducts and manufactured materials. It 
also intends to develop an advanced 
refining industry on both the local and 
international levels in order to capture 
as much as possible of the value deriv- 
ing from the production of the more 
valuable and higher quality lighter frac- 
tions by taking advantage of the price 
differential between light, medium and 
heavy products. Plans for the develop- 
ment of the refining sector in Kuwait 
call for the expansion of refining capac- 
ity of 750,000 bd with result that some 
60 per cent of crude oil production will 
be exported as refined products. 

The government has carried out the 
necessary studies for the moderniza- 
tion of the Ahmadi refinery in order to 
cover most local demand for ou pro- 
ducts. Studies required for the moder- 
nization of the Mina Abdulla refinery 
in order to produce premium products 
are currently under way. The Shuaiba 
refinery is considered to be one of the 
most modern and advanced refineries 
in the world, particularly after the 
completion of supplementary projects 
to upgrade the performance of its main 
units. Plans for the development of 
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refining activity include the achieve- 
ment of complementarity and integra- 
tion in the operations of the three local 
refineries in order to attain the greatest 
possible operational and economic 
efficiency. 

In addition Kuwait is planning to 
participate in the establishment cf hyd- 
rocracking refining units outside the 
country in the Gulf, Southeast Asia and 
Western Europe. The government 
intends for the private sector to partici- 
pate in refining projects abroad 
through the Kuwait International Pet- 
roleum Investment Co., one of the first 
companies established by the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corp. 

Fhe government has given special 
attention to the development of the 
petrochemical fertilizer industry, 
thereby obtaining for the country a 
greater return from its oil resources as 
well as a bigger share and more promi- 
nent role in this important oil industry, 
and promoting -the petrochemical 
industrivs company to the front rank of 
international companies in terms of the 
size, diversification and variety of its 
products, and extending its activities to 
numerous countries in various parts of 
the world. 

On the local level, final preparations 
are now under way for the commence- 
ment of work on a fourth line for the 
production of ammonia with a capacity 
of 330,000 tons year at a cost of some 
KD 31 million. Among the projects it is 
planned to carry out in the coming 
years is the construction of a unit for 
the production of diammonium phos- 
phate with a capacity of some 230,000 
metric tons/year, a pioneering project 
in the region. The government also 
intends to set up a new sodium chloride 
and chlorine plant to produce some 
25,000 metrictonsyear of chlorine 
and 28,000 metric tons year of caustic 
soda. The total cost of this project is 
estimated at KD22 million. 

The state-owned organizations are 
planning an expansion in petrochemi- 
cal industry in cooperation and part- 
nership with sister Arab states and 








friendly foreign countries. The Gulf 
Petrochemicals Co. has been estab- 
lished to produce ammonia and 
methanol as a partnership among 
Bahrain, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, and 
the Petrochemical Industries Co. is a 
Participant in the Industries Chimiques 
Maghrebines in Tunisia, which pro- 
duces phosphate fertilizers. 

In the sphere of petrochemicals there 
are plans to establish plants for the 
manufacture of olefins and aromatics. 
The aromatics plant will produce 
280,000 vy of benzene, 60.000 vy of 
orthoxylene and 87,000 ty of parax- 
ylene while the olefins complex will 
produce 220,000 vy of ethylene, 
339.000 vy of stylene and 135,000 vy 
of monomethylene glycol. These pro- 
ducts are the basis for the construction 
and development of moder pet- 
rochemical industries. The cost this two 
important projects will be around KD 
300 million. 

It should also be noted that the 
Kuwait Petroleum Corp.. has recently 
established a limited company for the 
manufacture of intermediate and final 
petrochemical products with the par- 
ticipation of the Industrial Bank, and 
continues to provide assistance, advice 
and expertise to the private sector in 
the production of various final pet- 
rochemical products. 

As far as domestic consumption of 
oil and gas products is concerned, aver- 
age consumption has reached a high 
level. The cost of meeting this con- 
sumption at prevailing price levels is an 
issue which deserves consideration, 
since the quantities of refined products 
such as gasoline, domestic kerosene, 
diesel oil and fuel consumed locally 
rose from 17.000 bd or | per cent of 
crude oil production, in | 980. The sub- 
sidv given by the state in this respect 
has risen from KD 15 millionin 1975 to 
some KD 126 million in 1980. It should 
be noted that the foregoing subsidy and 
consumption figures do not include oil 
products, crude oil and gas used in 
plants to produce electricity and water 
and do not include gas consumed for 
industrial and other purposes. 
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There is no need to point out the 
cumulative effect on state revenues in 
the long term of the increasing level of 
local consumption of various forms of 
energy derived from oil and gas pro- 
duction particularly when local price 
levels are taken into account. The gov- 
ernment therefore feels compelled to 
review its policy on domestic consump- 
tion of oil, gas and products in order to 
bring it into line with general policy on 
the conversion of national resources, to 
consider the price of fuels while chan- 
neling subsidies only to those parties 
who deserve it. 

The government is also turning its 
attention to the development of the 
national workforce in the oil sector in 
Order to increase its participation and 
raise its technical standards in the vari- 
Ous specialities and vocations relating 
to the production and processing of oil 
through training, education and the 
creation of wider job opportunities at 
all levels. In the past five years (1975- 
80), the local workforce has increased 
as a percentage of the total workforce 
in the Kuwait Oil Co.. the Kuwait 
National Petroleum Co., and the Pet- 
rochemical Industries Co. The number 
of Kuwaiti employees rose from 1.865 
in 1985 — 27.7 per cent of the total 
workforce of 6.710 — to some 4,132 or 
36 per cent of the total workforce of 
11.476 in 1980. 

Training takes place either on the job 
or through training sessions of varying 
duration both locally and abroad. The 
number of training sessions completed 
in 1975-1980 was 9,532, in addition to 
200 grants to Kuwaiti youths for 
studies in 1976-80. Work is at present 
under way on the construction of a 
comprehensive training institute for 
400 trainees at cost of KD 5.8 million. 
Plans are being drawn up to increase 
enrollment at a cost stage to 1.500 
trainees in order to meet the oil sectors 
employment requirements. 

This is in addition to the current 
training programs at KOC and KNPC 
aimed at creating skilled personnel in 
all the specialities and technical voca- 
tions relating to oil activities. 
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The following table shows the level 
of per capita energy consumption 
reached in Kuwait in comparison with 
various other countries: 

Per Capita Energy Consumption in 
Selected Countries - 1979 
(Barrels of oil equivalent) 


Country Consumption 

per capita 
United States 63 
Kuwau 2 
West Germany 34 
United Kingdom 29 
France 26 
Japan 24 
ltaly 19 
Spain 15 


NOTE: The consumption ot energy in 
industrialized countries such as the 
U.S. and Japan fell in 1980-81 as a 
result of the energy conservation and 
fuel economy policies pursued in these 
countries. while consumption in 
K uwait continued to increase. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


SEWAGE TREATMENT CONTRACT--The British firm Simon-Hartley has won a — 5 million 
($9.3 million) contract to supply sewage treatment equipment to the Emirate of 
Sharjah in the UAE. Under the contract, Simon-Hartley will provide complete 
mechanical and electrical equipment of a turnkey station for sewage treatment. 
Completion dates and other details were not disclosed. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR 
ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 39, 28 Sep 81 p 12] 
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